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The ninth edition of the Youth Voices magazine brings Khmer -Krom stories from diverse activities from our 
homeland Kampuchea-Krom (southern Vietnam), to the Human Rights Council in Geneva, Switzerland, to 
New York city at the United Nations Headquarters, to Villepinte city-France, to Bangkok city-Thailand and 
the many places in the world.  With KKF leadership and objectives, Khmer-Krom people, in particular youths 
around the globe who have shown great solidarity and strength by joining the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Fed-
eration to demand Vietnam respect of human rights of the Indigenous Khmer-Krom Peoples. 
  
On the Human Rights front, a homeland story of Mr. Huynh Ba’s disappearance, a Khmer-Krom farmer re-
mains a major concern to Khmer-Krom community. In America, our Khmer-Krom youths attended the 8th 
Session of UNPFII.  Our Khmer-Krom youths in collaboration with the KKF leaders and other international 
NGOs had organized the “Peaceful March in San Francisco” on the anniversary of UN’s Human Rights Char-
ters.  In Europe, Khmer-Krom youths, led by KKF team demonstrated in front of the Human Rights Council 
in Geneva, Switzerland during Vietnam’s Universal Periodic Review.  Our Khmer-Krom youths also had the 
opportunity to attend a human rights training, offered by international NGOs, during the Geneva trip.  Like-
wise in Asia, our youths attended the UN Day of Vesak in Bangkok, Thailand. 
  
Khmer-Krom youths around the world have been very active and well involved with the community.  The 
young activists have demonstrated their Khmer-Krom pride locally and internationally, by representing iden-
tity internationally and by attending Human Rights training offered by NGOs and the UN. Khmer-Krom 
youths also attended world conferences in order to educate themselves about what it is be a Khmer-Krom per-
son and learn about ways in which they could help the Khmer-Krom in homeland who being marginalized by 
the repressive government of Vietnam. 
  
In term of “News-from-Home”, the stories of young Khmer-Krom girls being trapped in women trafficking 
ring in Kramoun Sar (Rach Gia) show the actual reality of what lack of information and resources regarding 
the dangers can do to poor communities. Amongst the stories of pain and terror, there are stories of hope such 
as the case of the two monks who dedicate their time to help educate the illiterate Khmer-Krom children in 
Phum Thom, Toul Ta Mok (Binh Phuoc) province. 
 
These are few headlines we would like to point out, but there are many more insightful and dire stories in the 
rest of the publication that are needed to be read by us all.   
 
With the start of the new school year, Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation Youth Committee (KKFYC) 
would like to wish great success in everyone’s pursuit of higher education and future employment:   

 

STUDY HARD — WORK HARD — SAVE A LOT OF MONEY — HELP  KHMER-KROM ! 
 

With Khmer-Krom Pride, KKFYC team thank you for reading our youth publication! 
  
Or kun (Thank You)!� 
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COVER STORIES  

By Joshua Cooper  
UN Human Rights Adviser  

On most visits to various communities of KKF diaspora dotting the 
maps of the world, many smiling members share their personal warmth 
for their sacred homeland. Many KKF members offer photos of their 
family and also their land. Upon more time throughout the visit, KKF 
members provide stories of their families still living on their ancestral 
territories. 

While many are pleased to engage in tourism by visiting Kampuchea 
Krom, it also offers a unique opportunity to provide the latest informa-
tion about what is actually happening to the indigenous peoples of the 
Mekong Delta. On top of bringing back memories, visitors can return 

with data that allows KKF to document the true conditions of human rights on the ground. As different fami-
lies visit their kin, it can provide a map to measure the massive and gross violations of human rights of in-
digenous peoples. This will be the essence of the work for KKF to guarantee the promotion and protection of 
human rights. 

This approach will allow all KKF members to be advocates and not only the Board of Directors. Everyone 
can become a human rights defender by documenting the authentic conditions Khmer Krom people face in 
Kampuchea Krom. All people will be able to be a catalyst for positive change in one’s homeland. Through 
doing exactly what people do now of reconnecting with their family, they can provide essential knowledge to 
share with KKF to better promote and protect human rights as well as instill the information into the  
international institution responsible to ensure indigenous rights such as the UN Permanent Forum on  
Indigenous Issues, the UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the UN Special Rappor-
teur on the Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of Indigenous Peoples and UN human rights treaty  
bodies.  

Contact Serey Chau, Giap Tran or Joshua Cooper to obtain a personal copy of the survey. 

While one may not be sure what to document, a short survey has been drafted that identifies key indicators 
that measure the current human rights conditions in the Mekong Delta. Please review this one page survey 
that is available upon request that provides the exact areas to be alert about when visiting one’s village and to 
be aware of the developments in the region that enhance human rights 
and also eliminate fundamental freedoms. 

No more shall people return with a photo album of pictures but with 
an arsenal of advocacy to guarantee an accurate portrayal of the true  
human rights situation. Everyone can be an agent for promoting  
positive alternatives in Kampuchea Krom by only adding one more 
item to travel with.  It won’t add weight to ones luggage but will pro-
vide moral worth to the liberation of the Khmer Kampuchea Krom 
struggle for self-determination.  Be informed. Be involved. Make a 
difference for the future of KKF. 

Opportunity for All KKF to Volunteer in United Nati ons Initiative: 
Sign Up to Serve on a KKF Working Group Based on Passions & Purpose 
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Become a Human Rights Defender On Your Next Visit Home: 
Keep Clicking the Pictures; Start Documenting Human Rights 

Situation on the Ground for Global Advocacy 

By Joshua Cooper 
UN Human Rights Adviser 

The United Nations is an important international institution focus-
ing on peace, development and human rights. Underneath the um-
brella of the United Nations, there are dozens of specialized agen-
cies, programs and funds with various acronyms acting on behalf of 
the citizens of the world to improve the individual lives and collec-
tive well-being of the member states. 

One of the most essential functions of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UN PFII) is to 
mainstream indigenous peoples’ rights across the United Nations. Every year, specific specialized agen-
cies, programs and funds appear before the 16 member body to share their developments in assisting in-
digenous peoples in the promotion and protection of basic human rights. 

In the previous 8th session in May 2009, the UN PFII adopted a new procedure with a more intense review 
of UN specialized agencies, programs and funds with delegations of these important  
institutions bringing high level as well as broad section of their staff to present their work as well as an-
swer questions posed by indigenous peoples.  
 
For five years, the KKF has participated in the annual session held at the UN headquarters in New York. 
Many of the youth have listened intently to the statements suggesting positive direction that the adminis-
trative agencies have undertaken on behalf of the UN. Some have even gathered business cards to obtain 
contact information. However, even fewer have ever engaged in follow-up activities to explore potential 
partnerships into projects and proposals to be implemented to improve the lives of indigenous peoples liv-
ing in Kampuchea Krom. 

KKF must take the next step as a global movement to protect and promote human rights of indigenous 
peoples at the grassroots level in Kampuchea Krom through UNIFEM, UNICEF, UNDP, WHO, 
UNESCO, UNEP, UNFPA, HCR, WIPO and OHCHR. Figure out what your passion is and most impor-
tantly coordinate campaigns together with fellow KKF members. 
 
The focus of our initiative to create working groups of volunteers consisting of youth and elders around 
specialized agencies, programs and funds is to allow KKF members to organize together around common 
interests to spearhead initiatives through the international institutions.  
 
Based on specific interests such as women, children, development, health, education, culture, environment, 
population, refugees, intellectual property, and human rights, KKF members will organize small units of 
volunteers to meet together to follow-up on the reports provided by the UN specialized agencies, programs 
and funds. 

Please contact Serey Chau or Joshua Cooper to immediately sign-up to serve on these working groups. 
From there, meetings will be set up via telecommunication to create campaigns that will be throughout the 
year with an intensification for initiatives around the annual UN PFII meeting. 

COVER STORIES  



 
JULY 2009  VOLUME 9    

  WWW.KKFYC.ORG                                                6               KKYOUTHMAGAZINE@KKFYC.ORG  

If you are not certain about the various UN specialized agencies, pro-
grams and funds please participate in the world puzzle published in this 
issue. There are many international institutions that allow for each vol-
unteer member of the working group to get involved in  
creating creative campaigns to ensure KKF involvement on international 
issues. 
 
The Working Groups on the various UN specialized agencies, programs 
and funds will allow for KKF to coordinate to the next level of advanced 
preparation. KKF Working Groups can be in contact with the interna-
tional institution before the annual UN PFII. KKF WG could also agree 
to do a parallel  
session with the international institutions during the PFII where there is 
a sharing of perspectives on important issues facing indigenous peoples. 
KKF WG can also propose recommendations to the UN PFII for future 
actions by the international institutions. Finally, KKF WG can establish 

an opportunity for coordinated campaigns together to make a difference in the daily lives of Khmers Kam-
puchea Krom. 

The KKF WG represents an advancement in grassroots organizing to defend the human rights of  
indigenous peoples. KKF WG recognizes an opportunity to elevate the engagement to improve the daily 
conditions in Kampuchea Krom. It will depend on how KKF members sign-up to serve in these important 
initiatives. 

COVER STORIES  

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples    
 
Article 1 
Indigenous peoples have the right to the full enjoyment, as a collective or as individuals, of all 
human rights and fundamental freedoms as recognized in the Charter of the United Nations, 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and international human rights law. 

Article 2 
Indigenous peoples and individuals are free and equal to all other peoples and individuals and 
have the right to be free from any kind of discrimination, in the exercise of their rights, in par-
ticular that based on their indigenous origin or identity. 
 
Article 3 
Indigenous peoples have the right to self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely de-
termine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural develop-
ment. 
 
Article 4 
Indigenous peoples, in exercising their right to self-determination, have the right to autonomy 
or self-government in matters relating to their internal and local affairs, as well as ways and 
means for financing their autonomous functions. 
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Eight Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
Item 3(C): Second International Decade of the Worlds Indigenous Peoples 

Speaker:  Maily Kim 
 
Madame Chair: 

Vietnam has claimed that it has achieved the MDGs and yet our people continue 
to live in poverty, many are losing what is left of their ancestral homes because of 
the current economic recession which has meant that they are unable to sell their 
crops. 

Very few Khmer-Krom people know about the existence of the MDGs in Viet-
nam. Thus we are very concerned that the MDGs will not be met if Vietnam con-
tinues to deny the existence of the Khmer-Krom people as the indigenous peoples 
of the Mekong Delta. 

We are encouraged that Vietnam has supported the adoption of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indige-
nous peoples. We believe it is time that we move forward and start the process of recognizing the indigenous peoples of 
the Mekong Delta. 

We would like to suggest the following recommendations: 
 
· Ask that Vietnam develop a National plan of Action for the Second International Decade in collaboration with the 

indigenous Khmer-Krom people and the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation. We propose an initial meeting dur-
ing this 8th session making it truly historic and also an honest and genuine shift for solidarity and social justice in 
Vietnam that could serve as a model for the ASEAN region  

· Ask that Vietnam incorporate a legal framework for the recognition of Khmer-Krom as the Indigenous Peoples into 
the National Plan of Action. 

· Ensure that the National Plan of Action addresses the current conflicts that exit between Vietnam and Khmer-Krom 
through traditional and modern conflict resolution mechanisms. 

· Request the help of the Permanent Forum to set up a parallel session in which Vietnam and KKF can have a dialogue 
to speak about Khmer-Krom issues and how we can work together to resolve them. 

· Seek the help of UN specialized agencies that are currently working in Vietnam such as CEDAW and UNESCO help 
monitor the current programs created by the government to ensure that it is culturally appropriate for the Khmer-
Krom people. For example, instead of creating more schools, we propose that UNESCO uses the existing educa-
tional institution that exists in Khmer-Krom  
temples and offer bilingual classes so that Khmer-Krom children can keep their identity. 

· Ask that Vietnam work in collaboration with our indigenous organization and UN specialized  
agencies such as UNESCO and CEDAW to create a series of workshops to educate about their basic rights and fun-
damental freedoms including women’s rights. 

· Ask that CEDAW help create an indigenous Khmer-Krom women center in the regional areas of the Mekong Delta 
so that they can access to support in health care, education and employment. 

 
In true Partnership for action and dignity, we reaffirm that the MDGs will only be successful in this second decade when 
unrecognized peoples such as our Khmer-Krom are included in all decision making processes that affect them. 

For six years, we have asked Vietnam to work with us and consult our Khmer-Krom people back home. Let us stay true 
to the goal of the Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous Peoples and work together in a genuine part-
nership so that the Khmer-Krom people can fully enjoy their basic rights without fear or discrimination. 

COVER STORIES  
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Eight Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
Item 7: Future work 

Speaker: Somalin Thach  
 
Madame Chair: 
 
The future work of the UNPFII is essential to our existence. The UNPFII 
is an important space for indigenous peoples of Asia to raise their rights 
and stand in solidarity for sustainable development that respects our cul-
tural heritage. We have appreciated the new developments in the review 
process initiated this year with the UN specialized agencies thoroughly 
presenting their commitment to indigenous peoples. The emerging dia-
logue is and will continue to be very important in future sessions of the 
UNPFII. 

We would like to suggest the following recommendations: 
 
· Ask that the Permanent Forum help to set up a half day discussion to possible mechanisms for the recogni-

tion of Unrecognized and represented peoples that are not respected by their governments. 
· We seek the Permanent Forum to set a commission for the recognition of Indigenous people which should 

be invited by the Vietnamese Government. 
· We request that Vietnam to have an open dialogue with our Khmer Kampuchea-Krom Federation as a first 

step. 
· Request the help of the Permanent Forum members and Madame Chair to set up a series of meetings with 

Khmer Kampuchea-Krom Federation, Montagnard Foundation and the Vietnam government so that we 
may begin the process of identifying our indigenous peoples in their respective areas. Only through such 
dialogue can the needs of our indigenous peoples become visible and the achievement of the MDGs be-
come a collaborative. 

· Urge Vietnam to work in collaboration with UN specialized agencies such as UNESCO and UNDP to help 
translate the UNDRIP into the Khmer and Vietnamese languages and distribute to our people on the 
ground. 

· Reaffirm the need for a collaborative approach to create a National Plan of Action which includes a legal 
framework to recognize the Khmer Krom people as the indigenous peoples of the Mekong Delta region. 

 
We are the indigenous peoples of the Mekong Delta. Our parents were forced to flee Vietnam because of the 
discriminatory system created against our people on basis of our identity and unique culture. Even after the 
decades of gross human rights violations, our relatives and elders remain in our homeland standing up and fac-
ing severe repercussions for doing exactly what we are doing here. 
 
We speak here every PFII session in honor of our brave people silenced and living in fear due to the human 
rights violations recognized in international law by governments as well as NGOs such as Human Rights 
Watch. I humbly ask, If we are not here to represent our people today at the UNPFII, who will? Vietnam has 
wanted to silence us, however, we sincerely will continue speaking the truth. 

I want nothing more but to live in my homeland as my ancestors have been speaking our indigenous  
language and practicing our unique cultural heritage. Unfortunately the tone and tactics in Vietnam indicate 
my homecoming would not be very welcoming. 

COVER STORIES  
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Madame Chair, we strongly believe that it is time that Vietnam moves beyond the denial of our right to 
speak at this Permanent Forum and put into practice the right to freedom of expression as guaranteed by its 
very own Constitution and the UN DRIP. 

We ask that Vietnam open their minds as well as their hearts and embrace the spirit of working in partner-
ship so that we can work together to better the lives of the Khmer Krom peoples. 

With the world as our witness, I stand up for our voiceless women at home to lead by example and extend 
our hand of friendship, reconciliation and peace in the hope that we can finally live together in a culture of 
human rights. Will Vietnam make history today and accept our hand of trust? Let’s shake as young women 
of South East Asia for a future of freedom, respect and equality for all. 
 
YouTube Link To Speech: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCLldX52m8k 
 

COVER STORIES  Item 7: Future work ...continued 

“America did not invent human rights. In a very real sense, it is the other way around. Hu-
man rights invented America.” 
— Jimmy Carter  
 
“We discovered that peace at any price is no peace at all. We discovered that life at any 
price has no value whatever; that life is nothing without the privileges, the prides, the 
rights, the joys which make it worth living, and also worth giving. And we also discov-
ered that there is something more hideous, more atrocious than war or than death; and that 
is to live in fear.”  
— Eve Curie, French author 
 
“Fear is not the natural state of civilized people.” 
— Aung San Suu Kyi 
 
"I look forward confidently to the day when all who work for a living will be one with no 
thought to their separateness as Negroes, Jews, Italians or any other distinctions. This will 
be the day when we bring into full realization the American dream -- a dream yet unful-
filled. A dream of equality of opportunity, of privilege and property widely distributed; a 
dream of a land where men will not take necessities from the many to give luxuries to the 
few; a dream of a land where men will not argue that the color of a man's skin determines 
the content of his character; a dream of a nation where all our gifts and resources are held 
not for ourselves alone, but as instruments of service for the rest of humanity; the dream 
of a country where every man will respect the dignity and worth of the human personal-
ity." 
— Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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The 60th Anniversary Commemoration of the Transfer of Kampuchea-Krom 
 
By Romy Thach 
 
On June 13th, 2009, an International Conference to com-
memoration the 60th anniversary of the illegal transfer of 
Kampuchea-Krom to Vietnam was held for the first time 
in Paris, France. 

 
Around 300 participants attended the event, which was as 
commemorative as an occasion to educate people on the 
current situation of Khmer-Krom in Kampuchea-Krom 
and how the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation (KKF) 
has been trying to seek the rights for Khmer-Krom to live 
freely as human beings on their ancestral lands. 
 
The conference received support from international or-
ganizations such as The Unrepresented Nation and People Organization (UNPO), the Hawaii Institute of Hu-
man Right and the Nonviolent Transnational Radical Party (TRP). The mayor of Villepinte city and its mem-
bers participated and gave words to support KKF’s peaceful human rights movement. 
 
The Khmer-Krom youths also had opportunities to speak about their experiences  and knowledge of discover-
ing the United Nations mechanisms that can be used to seek justice for their unfortunate Khmer-Krom back 
home. 

COVER STORIES  
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Fourth Annual March for Human Rights 
By Serey Chau 

 

On June 26, 2009, the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation, Hawaii Institute for Human Rights, Amnesty In-
ternational USA, and United Nations Association USA organized the fourth annual march to commemorate the 
United Nations charter that was signed in the Veterans Auditorium (now Herbst Theatre) in June 26, 1945. The 
march was started from United Nations Plaza to Herbst Theatre (across the street from San Francisco City 
Hall). 
 
During the march, our Khmer and Khmer-Krom who participated in the march called out what they wanted, 
that is to seek for the rights of our unfortunate Khmer-Krom back home. Dr. Cooper asked “What do you 
want?” Our people said “We Want Self-Determination for Khmer-Krom” or “Release Huynh Ba Now.”I saw 
some young kids who raised their voice as loud as they could to say “Release Huynh Ba Now”. The march 
really brought attention to the public. People honked their cars and  waved their hands to support our march. 
 
When we reached to the Herbst Theatre, the Sun was just setting. We lit up the candles. Dr. Cooper, Mr. Thach 
Ngoc Thach and Venerable Thach Berong gave short speeches to address why we need to have this important 
march every year in San Francisco. Before we concluded our march, our Khmer-Krom Buddhist monks chanted 
and prayed for peace and justice for people around the world, especially the voiceless millions of Khmer-Krom 
people in Kampuchea-Krom.  

 

HUMAN RIGHTS   
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We are very thankful to the police officers in San Francisco who always assist us to apply for the March Per-
mit and accompanied us to march safely and successfully.  

In addition to the marching, we also organized a two half-day conferences on June 26 and June 27 from noon 
to 5pm at the University San Francisco School of Law. It was a great conference. Besides the speakers from 
KKF and Hawaii Institute for Human Rights, we had Professor Stephen Schneider, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
from Stanford University, Professor Kirk Boyd from UC Berkeley School of Law, and Professor Nichole Phil-
lips from USF School of Law. By the end of conference on Saturday, June 27, a documentary film about the 
Indigenous Peoples, called “Earth Wisdom for a World in Crisis” from LinkTV, was shown to the audiences.  

HUMAN RIGHTS   Fourth Annual March For Human Rights  
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HUMAN RIGHTS   

Khmer-Krom Man Arrested by Vietnamese Authorities Missing Without a Trace 

By Sothy Kien 

Mrs Son Thi Kim Thu is appealing for the help of the international 
community to investigate the whereabouts of her husband, Mr. 
Huynh Ba after he was captured and arrested by Vietnamese authori-
ties on 30th May 2009. 

Mrs. Thu and Mr. Ba was visiting their godfather at Ba Trai Com-
mune, Binh An Village, Kien Luong District, Kien Giang Province 
when Vietnamese authorities came and arrested at 11pm local time. 

While the reason behind the arrest remains unclear, Mrs. Thu be-
lieves that her husband was arrested for allegedly leading a demon-
stration requesting for the return of his confiscated farmlands. 

She was also arrested on the same date as her husband but was later 
released. She has not heard or received any communication from the 
Vietnamese authorities or husband since. 

Mrs. Thu gravely fears for the safety of her husband, that he may be 
subjected to torture and intimation at the hands of the Vietnamese 
authorities. 

In the past, thousands of Khmer Krom people have simply disappeared or become missing after being captured 
by the Vietnamese authorities. 

Mr. Huynh Ba points to his farmlands that were 
confiscated by the Vietnamese Authority 
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OUR HOMELAND 

Monks on Mission To Help Children in Toul Ta Mok (Binh Phuoc) Province 
 

By Lam Pecha 
 

Venerable Thach Ne and Thach Sathoul of the Pothivong 
temple in Saigon are embarking on a grand mission at the 
local level. Step by step, they are bringing back Khmer 
literacy and teaching Khmer Krom children in Toul Ta 
Mok (Binh Phuoc) province to learn their native Khmer 
language and the language of our Buddha, Pali.  

For majority of the students who come to learn at the Wat 
Phum Thom (Vat Reachakmahaketakvanaram��pagoda, 
this would be their first time ever at seeing what Khmer 
writings looks and sounds like. 

In the past, they passed writings on the wall off with a mystical glance now they are making out the spelling 
and can scribble copies into their notebook and pride themselves on the ability to pick out the characters of the 
alphabet. 

The success of Wat Phum Thom pagoda led by  Venerable Thach Ne is an exceptional story of success due to 
great zeal and dedication from both monks and local villagers working together. They believe it is their duty 
to protect, preserve and transfer the Khmer culture to the next generation of children who are slowly losing the 
ability to speak, understand and relate to their Khmer elderly and the culture as a whole. 

Despite lacking resources, Ven. Thach Ne who is due to go to India this year to continue his study of Bud-
dhism, is making big promises to his students. 

Ven. Thach Ne wants the children to succeed not only in learning their native language Khmer  but the na-
tional language, Vietnamese as well in order for them to be more competitive and better able to raise them-
selves up. He hopes to do this by giving encouragement to all his students, promising them that if they excel 
in both languages he would sponsor and help send them to continue their study in Prey Nokor (Ho Chi Minh 
City) with the support of Wat Pothivong temple. 

The Wat Phum Thom temple currently has 150 pupils and 11 temple kids who are supported and sheltered by 
the temple. 

 
"Wisdom and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffused generally among the body of the people being neces-
sary for the preservation of their rights and liberties; and as these depend on spreading the opportunities 
and advantages of education in various parts of the country, and among the different orders of the people, 
it shall be the duty of legislators and magistrates in all future periods of this commonwealth to cherish the 
interests of literature and the sciences..." 
— John Adams 
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POVERTY IN THE MEKONG DELTA  
 
By Sophac Thach 
 
The crisis of poverty in the Khmer-Krom community in 
the Mekong Delta of South Vietnam has sparked the 
world community to call upon the Government of  
Vietnam to step in.  

On June 12, 2009 a seminar was held by the Office of the 
Central Party Committee to propose measures for the anti
-poverty that focuses the Khmer-Krom people in the Me-
kong Delta. 

According to the news released by Saigon-gpdaily.com, 
“The Government has spent over VND 1 trillion for in-
frastructure in the Mekong Delta, built 60,000 houses and funded more than 100,000 households to set-up 
businesses.” Based on the figure in the reports, very small number of the Khmer-Krom populations received 
support from the Government.  

The number in the report also seems to understate the population of the Khmer-Krom people as there are ap-
proximately 7 million people currently resides through out the Mekong Delta.  As we walk through the re-
gion of the Mekong Delta, we can see that the living conditions of the Khmer-Krom people are not any better 
as to what the Government of Vietnam claimed it to be.  

It is very disheartening to see people living without clean water, living in the place where they called home 
with only the roof on their heads but no walls.  The Government of Vietnam prepared numerous reports of 
how much they have poured the money to help built homes for the Khmer-Krom people. 

As it has been mentioned in the report, “The poverty reduction grogram is facing some difficulties in lacking 
land for farming, high jobless rates among Khmer people, high number of homeless and poor job skills.”  It 
would not be surprising to see that the number of Khmer workers are lacking skills because when it comes to 
reality, there are no training workshop available whatsoever for the people there.  

Based on reliable sources, any Khmer-Krom family that received supports from the Government would 
somehow have connection with the Officials or had work for the Government during the Vietnam War. 
Those who worked against the government are discriminated and cannot hold any high official position 
within the government. 

There are numerous programs that focus on poverty reduction in Vietnam, but Khmer-Krom people are not 
made aware of their existence.  

Every year at the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII), the Khmers Kampuchea
-Krom Federation (KKF) raises issues about the situations that Khmer-Krom people face in Vietnam. KKF 
hopes to work together with the government of Vietnam to seek solutions to lift the Khmer-Krom out of pov-
erty, but Vietnam consistently rejected the KKF’s recommendations and even tried to silent KKF from rais-
ing the issues of the voiceless Khmer-Krom in Kampuchea-Krom to the forum.  

YOUTH  VOICES AND ACTIVITIES 
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Young Khmer-Krom Girls Traps in Women Trafficking R ing 

By Chanh-Thu Kien and Kunthear Kien 

We had once visited Cambodia and stayed in a hotel that was situated in the heart of Phnom Penh. The hotel seemed 
quite appropriate at the time and the staff came across quite professional and friendly. Within 3 days of my stay, we 
realised that a brothel existed on the 3rd floor.  In that hotel, girls waited outside various rooms where endless nights of 
karaoke music blasted through the walls. To us this was quite confronting as we had never witnessed such a scene 
quite like this. At times we overheard conversations and could identify that most were young to middle aged Cambo-
dian and Vietnamese women.  Regretfully, we saw these women as only prostitutes but the article by John 
Bodreau1changed my perspective on these women where we now have an understanding as to how and why these 
young women are in such positions. 

Reading John Bodreau’s article of young teenage girls, one of them (Danh Thi Anh), likely to be a Khmer-Krom girl, 
was tricked into the sex trade industry and the fact that this article focused on the young adolescents of Kramoun Sar 
(Rach Gia) city, a heavily Khmer-Krom populated area was quite disturbing for us, not only as Khmer-Krom adoles-
cent but also as a female. 

According to this article, many of these young girls as Bodreau coins it, burdened with being “poor and pretty” have 
been large targets for sex traffickers. These young girls are being offered positions to work in city cafes supposedly 
earning $120 a month and providing a $60 payment in advance - an offer that these girls simply cannot resist.  How-
ever rather than venturing out of their towns believing that they are finally beginning to break out of their poverty traps 
they are smuggled out of the country to Cambodia and forced into the sex trade. 

Putting myself into the shoes of these young girls it would be quite understandable why one could not refuse such an 
offer. Living below the poverty line, where some worked 12 hour days in dumps earning a couple of dollars, anyone in 
a similar position would jump at the chance of the opportunity to escape the continuous misery. However some jump 
too soon or too fast not even considering the potential consequences and risks of their decisions. This was clearly dem-
onstrated in the closing statement of Bodreau’s  article where one of the young girls rescued from sex traffickers  who 
in response to the question of what might have happened if the rescue had been unsuccessful stated  "I don't think 
about that.....if it had happened, it would have been because it was my destiny. That's the life." 

The inability to recognise what could have happened is in fact the reality of thousands of victims in Vietnam as well 
thousands of other missing persons who may have fallen into the human trafficking scene. It underlies the importance 
of empowering these young girls and providing them with the education to not just become more conscious of the po-
tential risks in their community but to also equip them with the capabilities and knowledge to take up skilled jobs. 
Such actions have been provided by a number of programs however, there always seems to be a catch 22 in these situa-
tions. Being so poor many of these communities simply cannot afford to sacrifice the time and or money to support 
their children to attend school or to gain any work experience when the primary goal is for the family to work in order 
to put food on the table. There is simply not enough time to wait on the returns made in investing in education, there 
are no long term goals for the future because there is so much uncertainty surrounding the future. There are no long 
term goals to have an education or to learn a trade because the short term goals of providing those basic needs to sur-
vive are not fulfilled.   

This therefore brings us to the question, what is the solution? How can we reduce the rate of human trafficking? In or-
der to answer this we need to take a look at who are the victims.  As mentioned, and not surprisingly the victims in this 
case are the poor and hence this suggests that to reduce the number teenage girls forced into the sex trade we need to 
improve the living standards of the poor. This is a huge task that seems extremely difficult to accomplish as there are 
so many elements that not only affect the living standards of each population but how they all interact with each other 
as one complex system. 

YOUTH  VOICES AND ACTIVITIES 
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Having completed a poverty and prosperity economics unit at University we have had a recent interest in development and 
although recognising the complexity of the task at hand, we truly believe that such a task is achievable. With enough funds, 
deployment of community based teams to provide adequate healthcare facilities, subsidised education, infrastructure to 
build schools, roads etc and providing programs such as apprenticeships amongst other things will improve the living stan-
dards of poor communities. These movements will not just result in material improvements in standards of living but will 
also induce moral shifts ina way which communities can lead their lives. For example, where living standards have been 
improved, parents may not want their children to undertake hard labour but would rather encourage their children to gain 
an education. Thus therefore it is the escape out of the poverty trap that we believe will prevent young girls such as those in 
Rach Gia being victimised by human sex traffickers. Although this may not occur in our lifetime, we truly believe that 
such a task will be accomplished one day.   

 
1 John Bodreau’s article: http://www.mercurynews.com/breakingnews/ci_12511564 

 

My Reflection on the 3rd World Youth Conference 
 
By Khemarith Thach 
 
This year, on May 23rd, 2009, I had a chance to attend the 3rd World Youth Conference that was organized by the Khmers 
Kampuchea-Krom Youth Committee (KKFYC) at National Constitution Center in Philadelphia. It was an eye opening for 
me to learn about my own identity and why I need to preserve it as the theme of the conference “The Power of Youth—
Safeguarding the Khmer-Krom Identity”. 
 
After hearing Serey Chau talked about the 4th Freedom that he related to what our Khmer-Krom people back home are 
facing, I could not believe that at this time, my people still doesn’t have a very simple basic rights, such as the right to 
freely to ordain to be a Buddhist monks without asking the permission from the Vietnamese government.  I also impressed 
to hear Sothy Kien talking about how she has involved to seek justice for our Khmer-Krom back home. The KKFYC offi-
cers really show their passionate, capabilities and responsibilities to lead our youths around the world to speak up asking 
for the rights for our people to live freely and peacefully on their ancestral lands. 
 
The speakers at the conference were awesome. I learned so much about our religion after listening to Venerable Thach 
Berong’s presentation. Mr. Son Hua’s presentation really empowered me to be proud of who I am as a Khmer-Krom. Mr. 
Thach N. Thach gave an informative presentation to educate our youths about how KKF leads a peaceful movement to 
seek justice for our people. Dr. Daryn Reicherter  from Stanford University gave a wonderful speech to empower our 
youths to achieve higher education.  He mentioned that, it doesn’t matter what fields that we pursue in our education, we 
still can use our knowledge to seek justice for our people. We don’t need to be a human rights expert or an international 
lawyers to be a human rights activist. Italian Senator, Mr. Marco Perduca shared wonderful experiences about how he was 
denied Visa to enter Vietnam.  It was shameful to see how Vietnam used dirty tactics to stop the  Italian Senators from go-
ing to its country. Dr. Joshua Cooper gave an imaging speech about how the Human Rights are being protected by the Uni-
versal Periodic Review to ensure that the member states of the United Nations respect the rights of its citizen. 
 
This conference was opened and closed by the Chairman of KKF, Mr. To Kim Thong. It shows that the KKF leaders really 
support the youths because they believe that members of KKFYC would be the leaders of the KKF in the near future. At 
this conference, I also enjoyed watching the beautiful dances from our youths dance troop from New Jersey.. 
 
After attending this conference, I made more friends from around the world because I have an opportunity to meet them in  
person. Even if it was only first time we have met, it seems like we have known each other for long time because we are all 
share the same passion to help our people back home. I am looking forward to the 4th World Youth Conference next year. 

YOUTH  VOICES AND ACTIVITIES 
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Want to Dance My Way around the Globe for World Peace and  
Equality for Our Khmer-Krom  

 
By Dani Thach  

 
I felt very fortunate to have had the opportunity to attend both the 3rd World 
Youth Conference in  Philadelphia (May 23, 2009) and the United Nations 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII)  in New York City (May 
26-29, 2009).  This trip had a deep personal impact on my outlook in 
life.  The two events dramatically changed my perspective of my Khmer-
Krom culture.   It was an eye opening experience for me, as an individual 
and as a young Khmer-Krom woman.  As I sat and listened to various 
speakers, it made me reflect on many significant events in my childhood 
back home, in Kampuchea-Krom.  I was thinking to myself, how can I let 
these memories go?  

Maybe in some points in my life, I have forgotten all about them.  I was so 
busy living in the “American Dream,” that I have forgotten who I am and where I came from.  Being over-
whelmed by many different cultures, languages, and traveling around the world that I have forgotten my own 
identity.  Here I am, thinking "where is my next vacation destination?" or "what is the latest trend?” when my 
Khmer people back home, are fighting for basic freedoms.  Please don't take me the wrong way.  I love cul-
ture, travel, fashion and I always will, but there is more to life than fancy vacation destinations, Prada 
glasses, and Gucci bags.  As a society, we must project our voice and create awareness around the world 
about the suffering of the Khmer-Krom that also consist of the lack of freedom of speech, religion, wants and 
from fear. 

It is interesting that in the past, while I was sipping Turkish coffee, overlooking the amazing Bosphorus 
Bridge enjoying the good life, our Khmer Krom people were not just starving from lack of food, but the lack 
of many different aspects of life. Due to this lack of knowledge, I didn't realize that there is such oppression 
toward Khmer-Krom people by the Vietnamese government.  It made me sick to my stomach and gave me a 
great sense of sadness for our Khmer-Krom people when I heard the numerous cases of Human Rights viola-
tion that are still happening in my birth place.  Seeing our Khmer Youths working really hard to create local 
and international awareness about the suffering that our people endured was very inspiring and has given me 
the motivation to do the same. 

After listening to the speech given by Ms. Somalin Thach at the UNPFII, it almost brought tears to my 
eyes.  I realized that our Khmer people are very brave individuals that still fight so hard to “safeguard our 
identity,” despite the oppression of the Vietnamese government.  All we ever want is to be able to continue 
our tradition and practice our culture that our ancestors have been preserving for centuries in our native 
land.  In this day and age of the World Wide Web, there are so many ways to get information regarding about 
Khmer-Krom.  The resources are not the problem, but it is the lack of desire or interest that is the big is-
sue.  This experience really taught me to appreciate the simple things in life.  Here we are in “the land of the 
free,” the United States of America, where we have all the freedom in the world to practice our belief and 
culture, but yet there are plenty of young Khmer people that are not utilizing their basic constitutional rights 
to the fullest potential.  I encourage all of our Khmer youths to stand up and speak out on behalf of all our 
voiceless men, women, and children back in Kampuchea-Krom.  Believe me, I am not putting up my dancing 
shoes anytime soon, but I want to dance my way around the globe for World Peace and Equality for our 
Khmer-Krom. 

YOUTH  VOICES AND ACTIVITIES 
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Let Freedom Ring For Khmer-Krom 

 
By Somalin Thach 

  
I would like to say THANK YOU to our youths who attended the KKFYC 3rd 
World Conference in Philly for your great support and precious time from the 
very bottom of my heart. Also THANK YOU to the elders for their warm 
support with places for us to stay and food for us to eat while we were on our 
mission at the UNPFII. 

Just like our people in our homeland facing oppression due to restrictions of 
the Vietnamese Government, we here are facing depression due to economic 
crisis. Everyone is busy trying to make ends meet and trying to over come 
daily challenges life have set forth for us. I hope these challenges can only 
bend our feelings and not break our feelings in support of our voiceless peo-
ple back home in Kampuchea-Krom. 

I have learned a lot from just participating in the UNPFII this year alone. I 
learn that there are still great fears that linger around people outside and  

inside Kampuchea-Krom. Why fear when we are only doing the things that are right? We only ask for 
what the Vietnamese Government signed up to become a member of the UN back in 1977 and promised to 
achieve the United Nations Millennium Development Goals. We just want to provide recommendations to 
help the Vietnamese Government achieve their goals.  

On May 28, 2009 at the UNPFII, my tears unexpectedly shed in the middle of delivering the Future Work 
speech to the UN delegates. Can anyone answer why? You don’t need to tell me I had already guessed. 
Your tears would have dropped if you were in my position at that time delivering the truthful speech to the 
UN and to the Vietnamese Government. What you need to answer now is: What can we do and how can 
we help to save our identity from diminishing?  

It is a fact that we can not open a Khmer school in Kampuchea-Krom. It is a fact that we can not practice 
our religion like our ancestors did in Kampuchea-Krom. It is a fact that we can not practice our culture. It 
is NOT a fact that we are not intelligent or a dunce like the Vietnamese government had assumed; it is be-
cause we are not given the opportunity to grow, to blossom and to challenge our minds.  

In support of our voiceless people in Kampuchea-Krom especially for the women and youths, we need to 
join hands with KKF and KKFYC to help making our dreams a reality. To merge out of the oppressed 
condition we are forced to hold within and break free like many other Indigenous peoples around the 
world. We deserve our rights. We deserve equality. We are the Indigenous Peoples of the Mekong Delta 
region.  We are the Khmer-Krom people of Kampuchea-Krom.  We want to be free! Let Freedom ring for 
Khmer-Krom! 

YOUTH  VOICES AND ACTIVITIES 
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Reflection of My trip to UNPFII and Khmer-Krom Worl d Youth Conference 
 
By Dara Kim 
 
Prior to arriving in the United States for the 2009 session of the United 
Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII), I did not really 
know much of the history of Khmer-Krom. I knew that my parents, 
Makarar, and people around me were very involved in the Khmers Kam-
puchea-Krom Federation in Europe, but I did not want to get involved as 
much as these people.  
 
Why?  I told myself that I would have time to be part of the KKF when 
I'm older, when I finish my studies or when I have more time.  As we al-
ready know, time can found if one truly seeks it, otherwise it is just an ex-
cuse to say nicely that we do not want to do this or that. Thus, this year I 
decided to take the opportunity for myself to understand what was hap-
pening in our homeland and our heritage.  
 
I understood by reading books, researching on the internet and especially 
in discussions with our people that the human rights violations has been 
committed seriously towards our Khmer-Krom people . My father is a liv-
ing example. He is one of those who experienced the atrocities in South 
Vietnam. He was forced to integrate the Vietnamese army to so-called 
fight against the Khmer Rouge. But I later learned from the members of KKF that it was part of a group of 
leaders in the resistance against the Vietnamese government to defend for the freedom of our people. I am very 
proud to have a father like him and this story made me even more proud of him. 
 
After attending the UNPFII, I know a lot more than what I had learned everything from books in a short time. I 
admit that I was not very helpful there besides being a "technical support" as a part of what Romy did in previ-
ous years. This was my first year and thus, I couldn’t have too much responsibility at once.  I promise that next 
year I will be more efficient.  
 
At the Permanent Forum, I really learned a lot. I do not mean only about the historical aspect, but I also 
learned about laws, international relations and human relations. I met many people from different cultures, 
background, ages, and  personalities. They were there because they all want the same thing in the end: call for 
the respect and recognition of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in the each country. 

There are three main things that I learned at the youth conference in Philadelphia.  
 
· Firstly, it is never too late to understand what's happening in our homeland. Sothy Kien is a good 

example. Her story really touched me. After finishing her studies in Australia, she has sought to 
know what her origin was. She returned to Kampuchea Krom. After coming back, she joined the 
Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation (KKF). By helping KKF, she found her future husband in 
this organization and finally married and moved to live with him in the United States.  

YOUTH  VOICES AND ACTIVITIES 
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· Secondly, we have a rich cultural heritage, a unique custom, a distinct language and history. Our 
religion, Theravada Buddhism, is practiced throughout the world. Therefore, we must keep this 
heritage alive. We must speak Cambodian at home, learn to read and write Khmer, learn to dance 
the traditional dances and be proud to wear our traditional dress. We must be proud to be a Khmer-
Krom.  

· Thirdly, we, the Khmer-Krom youths, have the rights and capabilities to rewrite history. The Viet-
namese government does not recognize us as the Indigenous Khmer-Krom Peoples in any of their 
books or legal system. The Vietnamese government has tried to assimilate our people to be Viet-
namese. We need to stand up and must act now to defend our people rights. “Do not cry and even 
die in silence!” 

 
We need to act together to let the world knows that since the French government transferred Cochin China to 
Vietnam, our people, our culture and our morals have disappeared gradually. Our elders had lived through the 
suffering and know very well the real history. We young people might have nothing of this, but we have devel-
oped some skills that allow us to restore the truth, such as using the internet to distribute information and com-
municate with NGOs that want to know about our problem. And most importantly, we must talk to the mem-
bers of our family so that we can better understand our roots and identity.  
 
To fight for the rights to self-determination for our unfortunate people, we really need the help of the new gen-
eration of Khmer-Krom, especially the youths living abroad, who do not live in fear. We have the strength and 
power to make things happen. Our ancestors did not have the opportunities and strengths as we do now. Do not 
waste this gift of nature. We must walk hand in hand on the long road that will lead us back to a haven of 
peace where our people will finally be free to live on our ancestral lands and enjoy the basic freedoms as we 
do overseas.  

�
“The right to development is the measure of the respect of all other human rights. That should be our 
aim: a situation in which all individuals are enabled to maximize their potential, and to contribute to 
the evolution of society as a whole.” 
— Kofi Annan  
 
"You can imprison a man, but not an idea. You can exile a man, but not an idea. You can kill a man, 
but not an idea."  
—Benazir Bhutto  
 
“Democracy is not the law of the majority but the protection of the minority.” 
— Albert Camus 
 
“A right is not what someone gives you; it's what no one can take from you.” 
— Ramsey Clark  
 
“The supreme end of education is expert discernment in all things - the power to tell the good from 
the bad, the genuine from the counterfeit, and to prefer the good and the genuine to the bad and the 
counterfeit.” 
— Samuel Johnson 

YOUTH  VOICES AND ACTIVITIES 
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The International Buddhist Conference  
On the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration 

By Lenny Thach 
 
Vesak Day is the most important day for Buddhists 
around the world. Vesak Day happens at the full-
moon day of May. It commemorates the Birth, 
Enlightenment and Passing-away of the Buddha.  
 
The Celebration of the UN Vesak Day originated 
from the General Assembly of the United Nations on 
the 13 December 1999, Session No. 54, Agenda item 
174. The representatives of the sixteen countries 
(United States, Thailand, Cambodia, Lao, India, Ne-
pal, Sri Lanka, Myanmar…) proposed to the UN 
General Assembly to recognize Vesak Day as an in-
ternational day and to organize appropriate activities 
at United Nations Headquarter and at other United 
Nations Offices. Since 2000, each country took turn 
to coordinate and organize Vesak Day celebrations at 
United Nations Headquarters. 
 
The First International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak was organized on May 25, 
2004 at Buddhamonthon, Nakkhon Pathom and at United Nations Conference Center in Bangkok, Thailand.  
Until 2007, Thailand hosted this important Buddhist conference on UN Day of Vesak Celebrations. 
 
In 2008, in an attempt polish its regime regarding to a high record of religious oppression, Vietnam volun-
teered to host the Fifth International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations 
at the National Convention Center in Hanoi. Vietnam opened the invitation to all Buddhists from around the 
world to participate the UN Vesak Day in Hanoi. The world was surprised to see a communist country like 
Vietnam to organize the UN Vesak Day. People thought that Vietnam might change its policy to have 
greater religious freedom in Vietnam. 
 
At that time, Venerable Thach Sarong in Canada and Venerable Thach Berong in the United States regis-
tered to attend the UN Vesak Day in Vietnam. Unfortunately, the Vietnamese government ignored the reg-
istration of both Venerable Thach Sarong and Venerable Thach Berong, thus they could not attend the UN 
Vesak Day.  
 
Is this what Vietnam means about religious freedom is respected in Vietnam? Why was Vietnam afraid to 
allow two oversea Khmer-Krom Buddhist monks to attend UN Vesak Day in Hanoi?  
 
Ironically, it appears that under the ruling of the Vietnamese communist government, its citizen only has 
access religious freedom if they follow the law that is set forth by the government. Thus, the religious free-
dom in Vietnam is not a right, but it is a given privilege by the government to its citizen.    

             
 

Next => 

KKF Theravada Buddhist Committee Delegates, Lenny 
Thach, and Tibetan Buddhist Monk attended the Interna-
tional Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of 
Vesak Celebration  at Mahachulalongkorn Buddhist Uni-

versity, Bangkok, Thailand 
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This year, I was fortunate enough to participate in the Sixth International Buddhist Conference on the 
United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations from May 4th-6th, 2009 in Bangkok, Thailand along with 96 
Khmer-Krom Buddhist monks of the KKF Theravada Buddhist Committee that were led by  
Venerable Thach Berong. It was a big shock for the Vietnamese Buddhist Sangha (VBS)  
delegates from Hanoi when they heard Venerable Thach Berong gave his speech at this  
conference. They could stop Venerable Thach Berong to join the UN Vesak Day in Vietnam, but they could 
not do that when the UN Vesak Day  was organized in other countries. They should learn that truth by now. 
  
There were four Khmer-Krom Buddhist monks from Kampuchea-Krom who amongst the VBS delegates 
and were use as a showcase to tell the world that Vietnam doesn’t violate Khmer-Krom’s religious rights. 
Ironically when a representative from VBS introduced their delegates, they said that all delegates are Viet-
namese, which made the Khmer-Krom Buddhist monks from Kampuchea-Krom upset. Such actions clearly 
show that VBS are afraid to let the world know that in South Vietnam, there are thousands of Khmer-Krom 
Buddhist monks who are practicing Theravada Buddhism. 
 
It was a great experience and an eye opener for me when I participated at this important conference. It was 
amazing to meet many wonderful and respectful Buddhist monks from around the world who are very high 
educated. It was interesting to hear discussions in workshops with topic ranging from Buddhist’s approach 
to environment crisis, economic crisis, political conflict and peace development.  
 
I have a strong belief that the International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak will 
pave a peaceful path for everyone to live happily together on this planet.  

YOUTH  VOICES AND ACTIVITIES 

Buddha’s Quotes 
 
“All that we are is the result of what we have thought. If a man speaks or acts with an evil 
thought, pain follows him. If a man speaks or acts with a pure thought, happiness follows him, 
like a shadow that never leaves him.” 
 
“All things appear and disappear because of the concurrence of causes and conditions. Nothing 
ever exists entirely alone; everything is in relation to everything else.” 
 
“An idea that is developed and put into action is more important than an idea that exists only as 
an idea.” 
 
“Believe nothing, no matter where you read it, or who said it, no matter if I have said it, unless it 
agrees with your own reason and your own common sense.” 
 
“Do not dwell in the past, do not dream of the future, concentrate the mind on the present mo-
ment.” 
 
“Do not overrate what you have received, nor envy others. He who envies others does not obtain 
peace of mind.” 
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Voice from UNPO 
By Maggie MURPHY 
 
At times I complain about inequality in pay between men and women in 
Europe. At times I complain about unfair access to good schools in the UK. 
 
At times, I complain about British policy and politics. But at least I can com-
plain. 
 
I have been lucky to grow up in a society where discrimination is less than in 
other nations across the world, but importantly, I am lucky because I have 
the opportunity to speak out about my concerns. 
 
The idea that I could not voice my frustration were I to live in certain coun-
tries of the world, or the thought that were I to do so would land me in 
prison, or worse, tortured, or worse murdered, drives me to do the work I do. 

 
The Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization 
speaks out on behalf of 57 different groups around the 
world who cannot speak for themselves and for me it 
borders on duty to use my voice to assist those who need 
a voice most. And it is for that reason that we need ac-
tive, enthusiastic, knowledgeable young people to pass 
the message on. 
 
You have gifts that others are restricted from using - so 
believe in a positive future, use your gifts and good luck! 
 

 

YOUTH  VOICES AND ACTIVITIES 



 
JULY 2009  VOLUME 9    

  WWW.KKFYC.ORG                                                25               KKYOUTHMAGAZINE@KKFYC.ORG  

By Sojaita Jenny Hua 
 
When I first learned about Cambodian Classical dance or Court dance, I 
was intrigued. From a young age and up until now my family has made it a 
priority for me and my siblings to learn to speak our native language of 
Khmer and to be proud of our cultural heritage. It was my honor when I 
was 14 to get the opportunity to personally learn how to dance in the way 
of our royalty and that is what I try to instill in my students these days…
honor. 

When teaching students whose age varies from very young to early twen-
ties, it is important to realize the role we play not only as dance instructors 
or swim coaches but also as mentors to these young minds.  

The main focus of my teaching at the Wat Samaki Daharam in Camden is 
not so much the dance but the history behind it. Anyone can learn a particular dance with enough practice 
and probably could perform it publicly as our students do on occasions. Though with a true understanding 
of where we as a people came from and the origins of each style of dance that they perform, the students 
can truly “feel” the music. They can take each delicate step or kbach with eyes shut, picturing those who 
at one time were considered “upper class” or royalty taking those same steps a thousand years before, 
draped in comparable gold and sampot, wrapped in a silk dream of ancient history. 

Each student in my class whether they realize it or not will gain many important facts about not just 
dance but our vast history from each one of our sessions. It is essential to our core principles as instruc-
tors or teachers to help our youth grow with pride and respect in themselves as well as their enchanting 
past. 

As many youths and young adults around 
me, I realize the importance of community 
service to our future generations of not just 
Cambodians but all races. Some of my stu-
dents are white and have nothing but an in-
terest in another culture; which I think is 
fantastic. Through sharing our various cul-
tures and our styles of music, dance, food, 
language and cultural rituals and festivals, 
we gain a better knowledge of the world 
around us. And that itself is a beautiful gift. 

This journey through many years of music 
and dance has also brought me closer to my 
parents, both Cambodian immigrants from 
Cambodia and Srok Krom (Kampuchea-
Krom). To come to this grand nation with nothing but the clothes on their backs and bare feet , to work so 
hard for their children’s future and to eventually have a daughter who has taken the time and effort to 
keep alive one of their culture’s greatest traditions; Dance! 

Cambodian Classical Dance: The Significance of Honor 

KHMER ARTS AND CULTURE 
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This May, my troupe was given the opportunity to perform at Constitution Center in Philadelphia, PA. The 
dances performed were the following: 

Robam Choun Por “Wishing Dance” means “tossing flowers to wish good luck.” The distinguishing fea-
ture about this dance is that each dancer carries a golden cup of flowers, which they toss towards the audi-
ence as the dance comes to a close. As the  
pinpeat orchestras plays, the piece nar-
rates, “Let us unite together, to give bene-
fit to the nation, Great progress to society 
and enlightenment to all. The dance of 
Tossing flowers is to wish you the very 
best. May comfort and good fortune be 
always with you.” (Source: Cravath, Paul. 
“Earth in Flower.”) 

Robam Phoung Neary  “Garlands of Girls 
Dance” - this classical dance describes the 
beauty of Khmer woman. The music and 
the melodic song narrated her uncompro-
mising beauty and compare it to a golden 
flower. Although she is practical and 
strong, she is also admirable and soft. This 
dance brings out all of which true beauty is. (Sources: http://www.caraweb.org/ny2003.html) 

KHMER ARTS AND CULTURE 

"Culture is the whole complex of distinctive spiritual, material, intellectual and emotional fea-
tures that characterizes a society or a group. It includes creative expressions, community prac-
tices and material or built forms." 
— from Our Creative Diversity: The UN World Commission on Culture and Development Re-
port 
 
"The relationship between culture and development should be clarified and deepened in con-
structive and practical ways." 
— from Our Creative Diversity: The UN World Commission on Culture and Development Re-
port 
 
"Tolerance, inter-cultural dialogue and respect for diversity are more essential than ever in a 
world where peoples are becoming more and more closely interconnected." 
—Kofi Annan, Former Secretary-General of the United Nations 
 
"People of different religions and cultures live side by side in almost every part of the world, 
and most of us have overlapping identities which unite us with very different groups. We can 
love what we are, without hating what – and who – we are not. We can thrive in our own tradi-
tion, even as we learn from others, and come to respect their teachings." 
—Kofi Annan, Former Secretary-General of the United Nations 
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KHMER ARTS AND CULTURE 
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