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The ninth edition of th& outh Voicesmagazine brings Khmer -Krom stories from diversgvaies from our
homeland Kampuchea-Krom (southern Vietnam), tdHtman Rights Council in Geneva, Switzerland, to
New York city at the United Nations Headquartessyillepinte city-France, to Bangkok city-Thailaadd

the many places in the world. With KKF leaderséal objectives, Khmer-Krom people, in particulautys
around the globe who have shown great solidaritystrength by joining the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom-Fed
eration to demand Vietnam respect of human rightseoindigenous Khmer-Krom Peoples.

On the Human Rights front, a homeland story of Mrynh Ba'’s disappearance, a Khmer-Krom farmer re-
mains a major concern to Khmer-Krom community. imeica, our Khmer-Krom youths attended tfe 8
Session of UNPFII. Our Khmer-Krom youths in cobadition with the KKF leaders and other internatlona
NGOs had organized the “Peaceful March in San ksaaton the anniversary of UN’s Human Rights Chalr-
ters. In Europe, Khmer-Krom youths, led by KKFtedemonstrated in front of the Human Rights Counci
in Geneva, Switzerland during Vietnam’s Universati®dic Review. Our Khmer-Krom youths also had thg
opportunity to attend a human rights training, wéteby international NGOs, during the Geneva tiifke-
wise in Asia, our youths attended the UN Day ofakeis Bangkok, Thailand.

U

Khmer-Krom youths around the world have been vetiva and well involved with the community. The
young activists have demonstrated their Khmer-Kpritde locally and internationally, by representidgn-
tity internationally and by attending Human Rigtrning offered by NGOs and the UN. Khmer-Krom
youths also attended world conferences in ordedtaate themselves about what it is be a Khmer-Krem
son and learn about ways in which they could hegpkthmer-Krom in homeland who being marginalized hy
the repressive government of Vietnam.

In term of “News-from-Home”, the stories of youn@ptder-Krom girls being trapped in women trafficking
ring in Kramoun Sar (Rach Gia) show the actualityeaf what lack of information and resources retjag
the dangers can do to poor communities. Amongsstibrées of pain and terror, there are storiesopiehsuch
as the case of the two monks who dedicate theg torhelp educate the illiterate Khmer-Krom chitdne
Phum Thom, Toul Ta Mok (Binh Phuoc) province.

These are few headlines we would like to point but,there are many more insightful and dire ssoinethe
rest of the publication that are needed to be byads all.

With the start of the new school year, Khmers Kaoea-Krom Federation Youth Committee (KKFYC)
would like to wish great success in everyone’s pitis higher education and future employment:

STUDY HARD — WORK HARD — SAVE A LOT OF MONEY — HELP KHMER-KROM !
With Khmer-Krom Pride, KKFYC team thank you for d&ag our youth publication!

Or kun (Thank You)!

—_______________________________________________________________|
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Opportunity for All KKF to Volunteer in United Nati ons Initiative:
Sign Up to Serve on a KKF Working Group Based ossi®as & Purpose

By Joshua Cooper
UN Human Rights Adviser

On most visits to various communities of KKF diasgpdotting the
maps of the world, many smiling members share taisonal warmth
* for their sacred homeland. Many KKF members offestps of their
family and also their land. Upon more time througghihe visit, KKF
members provide stories of their families stilitig on their ancestral
territories.

While many are pleased to engage in tourism byingsgKampuchea
Krom, it also offers a unique opportunity to praithe latest informa-
tion about what is actually happening to the indmes peoples of the

T = Mekong Delta. On top of bringing back memoriesitors can return
with data that allows KKF to document the true dbads of human rights on the ground. As differérhi-
lies visit their kin, it can provide a map to measthe massive and gross violations of human righis-
digenous peoples. This will be the essence of i Yor KKF to guarantee the promotion and protaciof
human rights.

This approach will allow all KKF members to be adates and not only the Board of Directors. Everyone
can become a human rights defender by documertenguthentic conditions Khmer Krom people face in
Kampuchea Krom. All people will be able to be aabat for positive change in one’s homeland. Thioug
doing exactly what people do now of reconnectintipheir family, they can provide essential knovgedo
share with KKF to better promote and protect humginis as well as instill the information into the
international institution responsible to ensurdgedous rights such as the UN Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues, the UN Expert Mechanism on ightR of Indigenous Peoples, the UN Special Rappor-
teur on the Human Rights and Fundamental Freeddmnsligenous Peoples and UN human rights treaty
bodies.

Contact Serey Chau, Giap Tran or Joshua Coopéttanoa personal copy of the survey.

While one may not be sure what to document, a swoviey has been drafted that identifies key indisa

that measure the current human rights conditionkerMekong Delta. Please review this one pageesyurv
that is available upon request that provides tlaeareas to be alert about when visiting onelagd and to
be aware of the developments in the region thatecghuman right ~
and also eliminate fundamental freedoms.

No more shall people return with a photo albumiofywes but with §§
an arsenal of advocacy to guarantee an accurat@yalrof the true §58
human rights situation. Everyone can be an agerdrtamoting
positive alternatives in Kampuchea Krom by onlyiagdne more :
item to travel with. It won’t add weight to onegybage but will pro-
vide moral worth to the liberation of the Khmer Kamechea Krom g
struggle for self-determination. Be informed. Bealved. Make a
difference for the future of KKF.

|
WWW.KKFYC.ORG 4 KKYOUTHMAGAZINE@KKFYC.ORG




COVER STORIES JULY 2009 VOLUME 9

Become a Human Rights Defender On Your Next Visit Bme:
Keep Clicking the Pictures; Start Documenting HurRaghts
Situation on the Ground for Global Advocacy

By Joshua Cooper
UN Human Rights Adviser

The United Nations is an important internationatitation focus-
ing on peace, development and human rights. Undéiibe um- Sy
brella of the United Nations, there are dozenspetilized agen- s s}
cies, programs and funds with various acronymsgain behalf of :
the citizens of the world to improve the individliges and collec-
tive well-being of the member states.

One of the most essential functions of the UN PaenaForum on Indigenous Issues (UN PFII) is to
mainstream indigenous peoples’ rights across theetliNations. Every year, specific specialized agen
cies, programs and funds appear before the 16 nrdmoldg to share their developments in assisting in-
digenous peoples in the promotion and protectidmasfc human rights.

In the previous 8 session in May 2009, the UN PFIl adopted a newextare with a more intense review
of UN specialized agencies, programs and funds wiklegations of these important
institutions bringing high level as well as broattson of their staff to present their work as wasl an-
swer questions posed by indigenous peoples.

For five years, the KKF has participated in thewalrsession held at the UN headquarters in New.York
Many of the youth have listened intently to thdestaents suggesting positive direction that the admi
trative agencies have undertaken on behalf of tle®dme have even gathered business cards to obtair
contact information. However, even fewer have evagaged in follow-up activities to explore potehtia
partnerships into projects and proposals to beemphted to improve the lives of indigenous peoljples
ing in Kampuchea Krom.

192)

KKF must take the next step as a global movememiratect and promote human rights of indigenou
peoples at the grassroots level in Kampuchea Kromugh UNIFEM, UNICEF, UNDP, WHO,
UNESCO, UNEP, UNFPA, HCR, WIPO and OHCHR. Figur¢ what your passion is and most impor-
tantly coordinate campaigns together with fellowKKiembers.

The focus of our initiative to create working greulf volunteers consisting of youth and elders agdou
specialized agencies, programs and funds is twaliF members to organize together around common
interests to spearhead initiatives through the@iigonal institutions.

Based on specific interests such as women, childi@relopment, health, education, culture, enviremin
population, refugees, intellectual property, anthan rights, KKF members will organize small units o
volunteers to meet together to follow-up on theorepprovided by the UN specialized agencies, @nogr
and funds.

Please contact Serey Chau or Joshua Cooper to irat@kgdsign-up to serve on these working groups.
From there, meetings will be set up via telecommatndn to create campaigns that will be throughbet
year with an intensification for initiatives aroutite annual UN PFII meeting.

—_______________________________________________________________|
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If you are not certain about the various UN spé&xeal agencies, pro-
grams and funds please participate in the worldlguzublished in this
issue. There are many international institutiorad #ilow for each vol-
unteer member of the working group to get involired

creating creative campaigns to ensure KKF involvenoa international
issues.

The Working Groups on the various UN specializeginages, programs
and funds will allow for KKF to coordinate to thext level of advanced
preparation. KKF Working Groups can be in contaith\the interna-
tional institution before the annual UN PFIl. KKFG\tould also agree
to do a parallel

session with the international institutions durthg PFIl where there is
a sharing of perspectives on important issues gacidigenous peoples.
KKF WG can also propose recommendations to the BNIfBr future
actions by the international institutions. FinalKF WG can establish
an opportunity for coordinated campaigns togetbhenake a difference in the daily lives of Khmergrka
puchea Krom.

The KKF WG represents an advancement in grassoog#siizing to defend the human rights of

indigenous peoples. KKF WG recognizes an opporgunielevate the engagement to improve the daily
conditions in Kampuchea Krom. It will depend on hkiF members sign-up to serve in these important
initiatives.

!o-] Sl oEN] EN0 END M END ENN EEN M EEDN END Ml ENN Ml Ml ENN ENN M oEND o-]!

i L
i United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenus Peoples !
i Article 1 !
g Indigenous peoples have the right to the full emewt, as a collective or as individuals, of all !
i human rights and fundamental freedoms as recognizéte Charter of the United Nations, ]
i the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and ingfonal human rights law. |
" Article 2 .
i Indigenous peoples and individuals are free andaétpuall other peoples and individuals and &

have the right to be free from any kind of discnation, in the exercise of their rights, in par- i
i ticular that based on their indigenous origin oerttity. !
i Article 3 !
i Indigenous peoples have the right to self-detertronaBy virtue of that right they freely de- ]
’ termine their political status and freely pursueitheconomic, social and cultural develop- .
| ment !
i Article 4 .

Indigenous peoples, in exercising their right t-determination, have the right to autonomy .
i or self-government in matters relating to theireimtal and local affairs, as well as ways and
i means for financing their autonomous functions. !
i i

H_. OEEe [DENe [EEe [DENe [ENe [ENe [ENe [ENe NN [ENe [ENe [ENe [ENe [ENe [ENe [ENe [ENe [ENe [ENe _oi
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Eight Session of the United Nations Permanent Foruran Indigenous Issues
Item 3(C): Second International Decade of the World Indigenous Peoples
Speaker: Maily Kim

Madame Chair:

Vietnam has claimed that it has achieved the MD@kyet our people continu 0_
to live in poverty, many are losing what is lefttbéir ancestral homes becausead:;
the current economic recession which has meanttbgtare unable to sell theijs
crops.

Very few Khmer-Krom people know about the existeatthe MDGs in Viet-
nam. Thus we are very concerned that the MDGsnetllbe met if Vietham con
tinues to deny the existence of the Khmer-Krom peeap the indigenous peoples
of the Mekong Delta.

We are encouraged that Vietnam has supported th#iad of the United Nations Declaration on thelRsgof Indige-
nous peoples. We believe it is time that we moverdod and start the process of recognizing thegenibus peoples of
the Mekong Delta.

We would like to suggest the following recommendaihns:

Ask that Vietnam develop a National plan of Actfonthe Second International Decade in collaboratidth the
indigenous Khmer-Krom people and the Khmers Kampadkrom Federation. We propose an initial meeting d
ing this 8th session making it truly historic adsioean honest and genuine shift for solidarity sadal justice in
Vietnam that could serve as a model for the ASEAfjlan

Ask that Vietnam incorporate a legal frameworktfue recognition of Khmer-Krom as the Indigenouspgeninto
the National Plan of Action.

Ensure that the National Plan of Action addressestirrent conflicts that exit between Vietnam Khdner-Krom
through traditional and modern conflict resolutmaechanisms.

Request the help of the Permanent Forum to setpapadiel session in which Vietham and KKF can havkalogue
to speak about Khmer-Krom issues and how we cak tegether to resolve them.

Seek the help of UN specialized agencies thatwarermtly working in Vietnam such as CEDAW and UNE3Gelp
monitor the current programs created by the govenino ensure that it is culturally appropriatetfue Khmer-
Krom people. For example, instead of creating nsoteols, we propose that UNESCO uses the existingee
tional institution that exists in Khmer-Krom

temples and offer bilingual classes so that Khmeynkchildren can keep their identity.

Ask that Vietnam work in collaboration with our igdnous organization and UN specialized

agencies such as UNESCO and CEDAW to create assdrigorkshops to educate about their basic rightsfun-
damental freedoms including women'’s rights.

Ask that CEDAW help create an indigenous Khmer-Krasamen center in the regional areas of the MekoelgeD
so that they can access to support in health edtsation and employment.

In true Partnership for action and dignity, we fieaf that the MDGs will only be successful in tisiscond decade when
unrecognized peoples such as our Khmer-Krom ataded in all decision making processes that atteem.

For six years, we have asked Vietnam to work wéland consult our Khmer-Krom people back home uksedtay true
to the goal of the Second International Decadé@World’'s Indigenous Peoples and work together genuine part-
nership so that the Khmer-Krom people can fullyogriheir basic rights without fear or discriminatio

|
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Eight Session of the United Nations Permanent Foruran Indigenous Issues
Item 7: Future work
Speaker: Somalin Thach

Madame Chair:

The future work of the UNPFII is essential to oxiseence. The UNPFIE
is an important space for indigenous peoples o& Asiraise their rights
and stand in solidarity for sustainable developntieat respects our cul

presenting their commitment to indigenous peoplée. emerging dia-
logue is and will continue to be very importanfuture sessions of the
UNPFII.

We would like to suggest the following recommendaihs:

Ask that the Permanent Forum help to set up adaglfdiscussion to possible mechanisms for the reéeog
tion of Unrecognized and represented peoples teat@t respected by their governments.

We seek the Permanent Forum to set a commissidhdaecognition of Indigenous people which shoul
be invited by the Vietnamese Government.

We request that Vietnam to have an open dialogtie aur Khmer Kampuchea-Krom Federation as a fir
step.

Request the help of the Permanent Forum membersaddme Chair to set up a series of meetings wit
Khmer Kampuchea-Krom Federation, Montagnard Fouodand the Vietnam government so that we
may begin the process of identifying our indigenpasples in their respective areas. Only througih su
dialogue can the needs of our indigenous peoplesnbe visible and the achievement of the MDGs be-
come a collaborative.

Urge Vietnam to work in collaboration with UN spalized agencies such as UNESCO and UNDP to hg
translate the UNDRIP into the Khmer and Vietnamasguages and distribute to our people on the
ground.

Reaffirm the need for a collaborative approachréate a National Plan of Action which includes gele
framework to recognize the Khmer Krom people asridegenous peoples of the Mekong Delta region.

We are the indigenous peoples of the Mekong Délta.parents were forced to flee Vietnam becaugkeof
discriminatory system created against our peopleasis of our identity and unique culture. Eveeratfthe
decades of gross human rights violations, ourivgsatand elders remain in our homeland standingnapfac-
ing severe repercussions for doing exactly whaakeedoing here.

We speak here every PFIl session in honor of cawveopeople silenced and living in fear due to tinedn
rights violations recognized in international lawdmovernments as well as NGOs such as Human Rights
Watch. | humbly ask, If we are not here to représen people today at the UNPFII, who will? Vietnaias
wanted to silence us, however, we sincerely wilitoae speaking the truth.

| want nothing more but to live in my homeland agancestors have been speaking our indigenous
language and practicing our unique cultural heetagnfortunately the tone and tactics in Vietnadidate
my homecoming would not be very welcoming.

U
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Madame Chair, we strongly believe that it is tirhattVietham moves beyond the denial of our right to
speak at this Permanent Forum and put into prattteeeight to freedom of expression as guarantgatsb
very own Constitution and the UN DRIP.

We ask that Vietham open their minds as well as ttearts and embrace the spirit of working in part
ship so that we can work together to better thesliof the Khmer Krom peoples.

With the world as our witness, | stand up for oaiceless women at home to lead by example and éxten
our hand of friendship, reconciliation and peacthemhope that we can finally live together in &ue of

human rights. Will Vietnam make history today awedept our hand of trust? Let’s shake as young women
of South East Asia for a future of freedom, respect equality for all.

YouTube Link To Speech:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCLIdX52m8k

T LU UL,

g“America did not invent human rights. In a verylreanse, it is the other way around. igu—
man rights invented America.”
— Jimmy Carter

g“We discovered that peace at any price is no pata#. We discovered that life at any
gprice has no value whatever; that life is nothinthaut the privileges, the prides, the
grights, the joys which make it worth living, and@lworth giving. And we also discov-
ered that there is something more hideous, mooegiatrs than war or than death; and that
gis to live in fear.”
— Eve Curie, French author
“Fear is not the natural state of civilized pedple.
— Aung San Suu Kyi

UUMUMUMMMMUUMMUUMMM?FUMMMUMMMUUMMMUUMMMM

"l look forward confidently to the day when all wimrk for a living will be one with n
thought to their separateness as Negroes, JeWisnstar any other distinctions. This
be the day when we bring into full realization &maerican dream -- a dream yet unful
filled. A dream of equality of opportunity, of prigge and property widely distributed;
dream of a land where men will not take necesditas the many to give luxuries to t
few; a dream of a land where men will not argué the color of a man's skin determin
the content of his character; a dream of a natioarevall our gifts and resources are h
not for ourselves alone, but as instruments ofiserfor the rest of humanity; the drea
of a country where every man will respect the digand worth of the human persona

Enfh

rinnhnr

S
Id

TR pdy
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ity.
— Matrtin Luther King, Jr.

5
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The 60" Anniversary Commemoration of the Transfer of Kampwchea-Krom

By Romy Thach

On June 18, 2009, an International Conference to c(
memoration the 8D anniversary of the illegal transfer
Kampuchea-Krom to Vietnam was held for the firete ™5

in Paris, France.

Around 300 participants attended the event, whiels ¢
commemorative as an occasion to educate peoplaa}’
current situation of Khmer-Krom in Kampuchea-Kr@§
and how the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation (K
has been trying to seek the rights for Khmer-Krontive
freely as human beings on their ancestral lands.

The conference received support from internatioma
ganizations such as The Unrepresented Nation aoglé©rganization (UNPO), the Hawaii Institute ofi-H
man Right and the Nonviolent Transnational Raditaity (TRP). The mayor of Villepinte city and item-
bers participated and gave words to support KKEacgful human rights movement.

The Khmer-Krom youths also had opportunities tcagpabout their experiences and knowledge of desico
ing the United Nations mechanisms that can be tsexek justice for their unfortunate Khmer-Kronthg
home.

WWW.KKFYC.ORG 10 KKYOUTHMAGAZINE@KKFYC.ORG
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Fourth Annual March for Human Rights
By Serey Chau

INAM

.
MUS

US

ternational USA, and United Nations Association U&4anized the fourth annual march to commemolate
United Nations charter that was signed in the \&terAuditorium (now Herbst Theatre) in June 26 519%he
march was started from United Nations Plaza to stefheatre (across the street from San Francidgo Ci
Hall).

During the march, our Khmer and Khmer-Krom who iggraited in the march called out what they wanted,
that is to seek for the rights of our unfortunatenter-Krom back home. Dr. Cooper asked “What do you
want?” Our people said “We Want Self-DeterminationKhmer-Krom” or “Release Huynh Ba Now.”l saw
some young kids who raised their voice as loudhag tould to say “Release Huynh Ba Now”. The march
really brought attention to the public. People hemhkheir cars and waved their hands to supportauch.

When we reached to the Herbst Theatre, the Sunustsetting. We lit up the candles. Dr. Cooper, Wach
Ngoc Thach and Venerable Thach Berong gave sheecties to address why we need to have this importa
march every year in San Francisco. Before we calecwur march, our Khmer-Krom Buddhist monks char
and prayed for peace and justice for people artlmavorld, especially the voiceless millions of KémiKrom
people in Kampuchea-Krom.

On June 26, 2009, the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Faderdiawaii Institute for Human Rights, Amnesty Int

AN
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We are very thankful to the police officers in Saancisco who always assist us to apply for thecki&er-
mit and accompanied us to march safely and suadbssf

In addition to the marching, we also organized a half-day conferences on June 26 and June 27 tficon
to 5pm at the University San Francisco School of.L& was a great conference. Besides the speéiars
KKF and Hawaii Institute for Human Rights, we haof@ssor Stephen Schneider, Nobel Peace Prize ataure
from Stanford University, Professor Kirk Boyd frddC Berkeley School of Law, and Professor Nichold-Ph
lips from USF School of Law. By the end of confereron Saturday, June 27, a documentary film atbaut
Indigenous Peoples, called “Earth Wisdom for a WanlCrisis” from LinkTV, was shown to the audiesce

WWW.KKFYC.ORG 12 KKYOUTHMAGAZINE@KKFYC.ORG
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Khmer-Krom Man Arrested by Vietnamese Authorities Missing Without a Trace
By Sothy Kien

Mrs Son Thi Kim Thu is appealing for the help o ihternational
community to investigate the whereabouts of hebhand, Mr.
Huynh Ba after he was captured and arrested byn&fieese authori-
ties on 30th May 2009.

Mrs. Thu and Mr. Ba was visiting their godfatheBat Trai Com-
mune, Binh An Village, Kien Luong District, Kien &ig Province
when Vietnamese authorities came and arrestedpan 1dcal time.

While the reason behind the arrest remains undiéa, Thu be-
lieves that her husband was arrested for allegedljying a demon-
stration requesting for the return of his confisdatarmlands.

She was also arrested on the same date as hendusiiavas later
released. She has not heard or received any comatiam from the
Vietnamese authorities or husband since.

Mr. Huynh Ba points to his farmlands that were
Mrs. Thu gravely fears for the safety of her hughdhat he may beconfiscated by the Vietnamese Authority

subjected to torture and intimation at the handhefViethamese
authorities.

In the past, thousands of Khmer Krom people hawplsi disappeared or become missing after beingucegt
by the Vietnamese authorities.

H['O Olle [EEe (NN [NNe [(NNe [ENe [ENe [ENe OENe _Oi
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Monks on Mission To Help Children in Toul Ta Mok (Binh Phuoc) Province
By Lam Pecha

Venerable Thach Ne and Thach Sathoul of the Patigivo
temple in Saigon are embarking on a grand misditimea
local level. Step by step, they are bringing batkrier
literacy and teaching Khmer Krom children in Toa T
Mok (Binh Phuoc) province to learn their native Kém
language and the language of our Buddha, Pali.

For majority of the students who come to learrhatWat
Phum Thom (Vat Reachakmahaketakvananaagoda,
this would be their first time ever at seeing wkhtner
writings looks and sounds like.

In the past, they passed writings on the wall athva mystical glance now they are making out thellgg
and can scribble copies into their notebook andeptiiemselves on the ability to pick out the chiaracof the
alphabet.

D

The success of Wat Phum Thom pagoda led by Veleefdéach Ne is an exceptional story of succesgau
great zeal and dedication from both monks and ladabers working together. They believe it isitrauty

to protect, preserve and transfer the Khmer culintbe next generation of children who are slolebing the
ability to speak, understand and relate to theimkhelderly and the culture as a whole.

Despite lacking resources, Ven. Thach Ne who istdgm® to India this year to continue his studyatl-
dhism, is making big promises to his students.

Ven. Thach Ne wants the children to succeed natiorlearning their native language Khmer butniae
tional language, Vietnamese as well in order fentrio be more competitive and better able to ithisen-
selves up. He hopes to do this by giving encourageno all his students, promising them that ifyte&cel
in both languages he would sponsor and help seard th continue their study in Prey Nokor (Ho Chinlii
City) with the support of Wat Pothivong temple.

The Wat Phum Thom temple currently has 150 pupits L temple kids who are supported and shelteyed
the temple.
R R B T T T T R R R

£
% "Wisdom and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffugederally among the body of the people being netes
%sary for the preservation of their rights and lilesx; and as these depend on spreading the opfi@$un
§ and advantages of education in various parts ofdh@try, and among the different orders of thepﬁmo%
i it shall be the duty of legislators and magistratesll future periods of this commonwealth to dhblerthe
% interests of literature and the sciences..." %
§ — John Adams %
i

% %
¥ ¥
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POVERTY IN THE MEKONG DELTA
By Sophac Thach

The crisis of poverty in the Khmer-Krom community i
the Mekong Delta of South Vietnam has sparked the
world community to call upon the Government of
Vietnam to step in.

On June 12, 2009 a seminar was held by the Offitleeo
Central Party Committee to propose measures foarthie
-poverty that focuses the Khmer-Krom people inNtes
kong Delta.

According to the news released by Saigon-gpdailg,co

“The Government has spent over VND 1 trillion for i

frastructure in the Mekong Delta, built 60,000 hesiand funded more than 100,000 households tgset-u
businesses.” Based on the figure in the reporty, si@all number of the Khmer-Krom populations rgeéli
support from the Government.

The number in the report also seems to undergtatpdpulation of the Khmer-Krom people as thereagre
proximately 7 million people currently resides thgh out the Mekong Delta. As we walk through the r
gion of the Mekong Delta, we can see that the ¢aonditions of the Khmer-Krom people are not aeitdr
as to what the Government of Vietnam claimed heo

It is very disheartening to see people living witholean water, living in the place where theyeadlhome
with only the roof on their heads but no walls.eT&overnment of Vietnam prepared numerous repbrts o
how much they have poured the money to help baités for the Khmer-Krom people.

As it has been mentioned in the report, “The pgvertiuction grogram is facing some difficultiedaking
land for farming, high jobless rates among Khmegbe, high number of homeless and poor job skills.”
would not be surprising to see that the numbertohkr workers are lacking skills because when iteoto
reality, there are no training workshop availableatgoever for the people there.

Based on reliable sources, any Khmer-Krom famigt tieceived supports from the Government would
somehow have connection with the Officials or hamtknfor the Government during the Vietnam War.

Those who worked against the government are digtaiied and cannot hold any high official position

within the government.

There are numerous programs that focus on povediyction in Vietnam, but Khmer-Krom people are not
made aware of their existence.

Every year at the United Nations Permanent Forurmdigenous Issues (UNPFII), the Khmers Kampuchea
-Krom Federation (KKF) raises issues about theasimas that Khmer-Krom people face in Vietham. KKF
hopes to work together with the government of Vaetrto seek solutions to lift the Khmer-Krom outpofv/-
erty, but Vietnam consistently rejected the KKFesammendations and even tried to silent KKF frois-ra
ing the issues of the voiceless Khmer-Krom in Kaoiaa-Krom to the forum.
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Young Khmer-Krom Girls Traps in Women Trafficking R ing

By Chanh-Thu Kien and Kunthear Kien

We had once visited Cambodia and stayed in a tiwelwas situated in the heart of Phnom Penh. dked keemed
quite appropriate at the time and the staff camesaajuite professional and friendly. Within 3 daysny stay, we
realised that a brothel existed on tff&fl@or. In that hotel, girls waited outside varsowoms where endless nights of
karaoke music blasted through the walls. To uswhis quite confronting as we had never witnessel alscene

quite like this. At times we overheard conversatiand could identify that most were young to midajed Cambo-
dian and Vietnamese women. Regretfully, we sawselmomen as only prostitutes but the article bynJoh
Bodreadchanged my perspective on these women where wehawevan understanding as to how and why these
young women are in such positions.

Reading John Bodreau’s article of young teenads, g@ine of them (Danh Thi Anh), likely to be a Khnkgom girl,
was tricked into the sex trade industry and thetfeat this article focused on the young adolescehKramoun Sar
(Rach Gia) city, a heavily Khmer-Krom populatedaaweas quite disturbing for us, not only as Khmeoidradoles-
cent but also as a female.

According to this article, many of these youngsyak Bodreau coins it, burdened with being “poar anetty” have
been large targets for sex traffickers. These yairg are being offered positions to work in digfes supposedly
earning $120 a month and providing a $60 paymeatlirance - an offer that these girls simply camesist. How-
ever rather than venturing out of their towns betig that they are finally beginning to break otitreeir poverty traps
they are smuggled out of the country to Cambodéfarced into the sex trade.

Putting myself into the shoes of these young giniguld be quite understandable why one couldrefitse such an
offer. Living below the poverty line, where somerked 12 hour days in dumps earning a couple ohdallanyone in
a similar position would jump at the chance of dpportunity to escape the continuous misery. Howsgme jump
too soon or too fast not even considering the pislectonsequences and risks of their decisionss Wais clearly dem-
onstrated in the closing statement of Bodreautglawhere one of the young girls rescued fromtsaffickers who
in response to the question of what might have éagg if the rescue had been unsuccessful statédn'tithink
about that.....if it had happened, it would haverbleecause it was my destiny. That's the life."

The inability to recognise what could have happdaenl fact the reality of thousands of victimsietnam as well
thousands of other missing persons who may halenfaito the human trafficking scene. It underties importance
of empowering these young girls and providing thveith the education to not just become more conscaduhe po-
tential risks in their community but to also eqtliem with the capabilities and knowledge to takeskipjed jobs.
Such actions have been provided by a number of@nagihowever, there always seems to be a catahtd2se situa-
tions. Being so poor many of these communities Birognnot afford to sacrifice the time and or mot@gupport
their children to attend school or to gain any wexkerience when the primary goal is for the fartolyvork in order
to put food on the table. There is simply not erotigne to wait on the returns made in investingdiication, there
are no long term goals for the future because tisese much uncertainty surrounding the future.réfae no long
term goals to have an education or to learn a tbedause the short term goals of providing thoséelreeeds to sur-
vive are not fulfilled.

This therefore brings us to the question, whatéssolution? How can we reduce the rate of hunathdking? In or-
der to answer this we need to take a look at whdha victims. As mentioned, and not surprisirtgly victims in this
case are the poor and hence this suggests treduoe the number teenage girls forced into theraee we need to
improve the living standards of the poor. This lsuge task that seems extremely difficult to acd@has there are
so many elements that not only affect the livirapgards of each population but how they all intenath each other
as one complex system.
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Having completed a poverty and prosperity economigsat University we have had a recent intenestavelopment ang
although recognising the complexity of the taskaaid, we truly believe that such a task is achievaldith enough funds
deployment of community based teams to provide aatechealthcare facilities, subsidised educatitfrastructure to
build schools, roads etc and providing program#$ siscapprenticeships amongst other things will aweithe living stan-
dards of poor communities. These movements wiljusitresult in material improvements in standafdisving but will
also induce moral shifts ina way which communitiea lead their lives. For example, where livingidards have been
improved, parents may not want their children tdartake hard labour but would rather encourage thédren to gain
an education. Thus therefore it is the escape fahlegoverty trap that we believe will prevent pguwirls such as those
Rach Gia being victimised by human sex traffick@ighough this may not occur in our lifetime, welyr believe that
such a task will be accomplished one day.

1 John Bodreau’s articlétttp://www.mercurynews.com/breakingnews/ci 12511564

My Reflection on the 3rd World Youth Conference

By Khemarith Thach

This year, on May 23rd, 2009, | had a chance tndtthe 3rd World Youth Conference that was orgahtzy the Khmers
Kampuchea-Krom Youth Committee (KKFYC) at NatioQainstitution Center in Philadelphia. It was an egening for
me to learn about my own identity and why | neegrserve it as the theme of the conferéiite Power of Youth—
Safeguarding the Khmer-Krom ldentity”.

After hearing Serey Chau talked about the 4th Foeethat he related to what our Khmer-Krom peoplekbeome are
facing, | could not believe that at this time, mgople still doesn’t have a very simple basic righteh as the right to
freely to ordain to be a Buddhist monks withoutiagkhe permission from the Viethamese governméatso impressed
to hear Sothy Kien talking about how she has inedlio seek justice for our Khmer-Krom back homes KKFYC offi-
cers really show their passionate, capabilitiesrasgonsibilities to lead our youths around thelavtr speak up asking
for the rights for our people to live freely andapefully on their ancestral lands.

The speakers at the conference were awesomengétbap much about our religion after listening emgrable Thach
Berong's presentation. Mr. Son Hua's presentatiaily empowered me to be proud of who | am as adtktmom. Mr.
Thach N. Thach gave an informative presentaticediacate our youths about how KKF leads a peacafubement to
seek justice for our people. Dr. Daryn Reicheftem Stanford University gave a wonderful speeckrgpower our
youths to achieve higher education. He mentiohat] it doesn’'t matter what fields that we pursueur education, we
still can use our knowledge to seek justice formeople. We don’t need to be a human rights exgeah international
lawyers to be a human rights activist. Italian $enavir. Marco Perduca shared wonderful experieatesit how he was
denied Visa to enter Vietham. It was shamefukt® Isow Vietnam used dirty tactics to stop theidtaEenators from go-
ing to its country. Dr. Joshua Cooper gave an inggpeech about how the Human Rights are beinggient by the Uni-
versal Periodic Review to ensure that the memlag¢esbf the United Nations respect the rightsofitizen.

This conference was opened and closed by the CaaiohKKF, Mr. To Kim Thong. It shows that the KKéaders really]
support the youths because they believe that mendéé¢KFYC would be the leaders of the KKF in theanfuture. At
this conference, | also enjoyed watching the badwtances from our youths dance troop from Newge\er

After attending this conference, | made more friefrdm around the world because | have an oppdyttmimeet them in
person. Even if it was only first time we have nieseems like we have known each other for longetbecause we are all
share the same passion to help our people back.h@melooking forward to the 4th World Youth Cordace next year.
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Want to Dance My Way around the Globe for World Peae and
Equality for Our Khmer-Krom

By Dani Thach

| felt very fortunate to have had the opportungyattend both the 3rd World
Youth Conference in Philadelphia (May 23, 2009) #me United Nations
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) ew Nork City (May

26-29, 2009). This trip had a deep personal immactmy outlook in

life. The two events dramatically changed my pectipe of my Khmer-

Krom culture. It was an eye opening experienagenie, as an individual
and as a young Khmer-Krom woman. As | sat anckrestl to various
speakers, it made me reflect on many significamnes/in my childhood
back home, in Kampuchea-Krom. | was thinking toseify how can | let
these memories go?

Maybe in some points in my life, | have forgottéinadout them. | was so

busy living in the “American Dream,” that | havedotten who | am and where | came from. Being over
whelmed by many different cultures, languages,teanceling around the world that | have forgotten own
identity. Here | am, thinking "where is my nexca#ion destination?" or "what is the latest trendfén my
Khmer people back home, are fighting for basicdoeles. Please don't take me the wrong way. | toNe
ture, travel, fashion and | always will, but thesenore to life than fancy vacation destinationsda
glasses, and Gucci bags. As a society, we mugqgbraur voice and create awareness around the worl
about the suffering of the Khmer-Krom that alsosienof the lack of freedom of speech, religionntgaand
from fear.

It is interesting that in the past, while | waspsig Turkish coffee, overlooking the amazing Bosjiso
Bridge enjoying the good life, our Khmer Krom pemplere not just starving from lack of food, but taek
of many different aspects of life. Due to this ladknowledge, | didn't realize that there is sogipression
toward Khmer-Krom people by the Vietnamese govemtmé made me sick to my stomach and gave me|a
great sense of sadness for our Khmer-Krom peopénwheard the numerous cases of Human Rights-vigla
tion that are still happening in my birth placesefhg our Khmer Youths working really hard to cedatcal
and international awareness about the sufferingatinapeople endured was very inspiring and hasrgime
the motivation to do the same.

After listening to the speech given by Ms. Somdlimach at the UNPFII, it almost brought tears to my
eyes. | realized that our Khmer people are veayérindividuals that still fight so hard to “safegd our
identity,” despite the oppression of the Vietnhamgseernment. All we ever want is to be able totouare
our tradition and practice our culture that ourestors have been preserving for centuries in otivena
land. In this day and age of the World Wide Wéler¢ are so many ways to get information regardbaut
Khmer-Krom. The resources are not the problem,itoist the lack of desire or interest that is the is-
sue. This experience really taught me to appredia simple things in life. Here we are in “taed of the
free,” the United States of America, where we haNe¢he freedom in the world to practice our bekbefd
culture, but yet there are plenty of young Khmeogde that are not utilizing their basic constitatb rights
to the fullest potential. | encourage all of ounrKer youths to stand up and speak out on behafl @ur
voiceless men, women, and children back in Kamparxtfrem. Believe me, | am not putting up my dancing
shoes anytime soon, but | want to dance my wayratdhe globe for World Peace and Equality for our
Khmer-Krom.
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Let Freedom Ring For Khmer-Krom

By Somalin Thach

| would like to say THANK YOU to our youths who atided the KKFYC '3
World Conference in Philly for your great suppartigorecious time from the
very bottom of my heart. Also THANK YOU to the etddor their warm
support with places for us to stay and food fotausat while we were on our
mission at the UNPFII.

Just like our people in our homeland facing oppoesdue to restrictions of
the Vietnamese Government, we here are facing dgpredue to economic
crisis. Everyone is busy trying to make ends medtteying to over come
daily challenges life have set forth for us. | holpese challenges can only
bend our feelings and not break our feelings irpsupof our voiceless peo-
ple back home in Kampuchea-Krom.

| have learned a lot from just participating in thPFII this year alone. |

learn that there are still great fears that lirey@und people outside and
inside Kampuchea-Krom. Why fear when we are onipglthe things that are right? We only ask for
what the Vietnamese Government signed up to beeomember of the UN back in 1977 and promised to
achieve the United Nations Millennium Developmen&. We just want to provide recommendations t
help the Vietnamese Government achieve their goals.

O

On May 28, 2009 at the UNPFII, my tears unexpegtsted in the middle of delivering the Future Work
speech to the UN delegates. Can anyone answer Yigiy@don't need to tell me | had already guessed.
Your tears would have dropped if you were in myijpas at that time delivering the truthful speectthe
UN and to the Viethamese Government. What you teedswer now is: What can we do and how can
we help to save our identity from diminishing?

It is a fact that we can not open a Khmer scho#lampuchea-Krom. It is a fact that we can not pcact
our religion like our ancestors did in Kampucheair It is a fact that we can not practice our aeltut
iIs NOT a fact that we are not intelligent or a deitike the Viethamese government had assumedbé-is
cause we are not given the opportunity to grovialdssom and to challenge our minds.

In support of our voiceless people in KampucheankKespecially for the women and youths, we need ta
join hands with KKF and KKFYC to help making ouedms a reality. To merge out of the oppressed
condition we are forced to hold within and breadeftike many other Indigenous peoples around the
world. We deserve our rights. We deserve equalg.are the Indigenous Peoples of the Mekong Delta
region. We are the Khmer-Krom people of Kampuckeam. We want to be free! Let Freedom ring for
Khmer-Krom!
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Reflection of My trip to UNPFII and Khmer-Krom Worl d Youth Conference
By Dara Kim

Prior to arriving in the United States for the 2G@%sion of the United
Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNRIFelid not really
know much of the history of Khmer-Krom. | knew tlmay parents,
Makarar, and people around me were very involvatiénKhmers Kam-
puchea-Krom Federation in Europe, but | did nottwtarget involved as
much as these people.

Why? [ told myself that | would have time to betp# the KKF when

I'm older, when | finish my studies or when | hamere time. As we al-
ready know, time can found if one truly seeksftiheowise it is just an ex-
cuse to say nicely that we do not want to do thihat. Thus, this year |
decided to take the opportunity for myself to ustiend what was hap-
pening in our homeland and our heritage.

| understood by reading books, researching onntezriet and especially

in discussions with our people that the human sigidlations has been

committed seriously towards our Khmer-Krom peoply.father is a liv-

ing example. He is one of those who experiencedtitoeities in South

Vietnam. He was forced to integrate the Vietnanasey to so-called

fight against the Khmer Rouge. But | later learfredh the members of KKF that it was part of a grafip
leaders in the resistance against the Viethamesgerigment to defend for the freedom of our peopénivery
proud to have a father like him and this story mamdeeven more proud of him.

After attending the UNPFII, | know a lot more thahat | had learned everything from books in a shoré. |
admit that | was not very helpful there besidesipai "technical support” as a part of what Romyidigrevi-
ous years. This was my first year and thus, | adultave too much responsibility at once. | prosntisat next
year | will be more efficient.

At the Permanent Forum, | really learned a lob hdt mean only about the historical aspect, lalsd
learned about laws, international relations and d&runelations. | met many people from different wrds,
background, ages, and personalities. They were tiecause they all want the same thing in the ealbfor
the respect and recognition of the Declarationh@nRights of Indigenous Peoples in the each country

There are three main things that | learned at thethyconference in Philadelphia.

Firstly, it is never too late to understand wha#ippening in our homeland. Sothy Kien is a good
example. Her story really touched me. After finfghher studies in Australia, she has sought to
know what her origin was. She returned to Kampudfrean. After coming back, she joined the
Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation (KKF). By helpiigF, she found her future husband in
this organization and finally married and movedite with him in the United States.
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Secondly, we have a rich cultural heritage, a umicustom, a distinct language and history. Our
religion, Theravada Buddhism, is practiced throughbe world. Therefore, we must keep this
heritage alive. We must speak Cambodian at horam te read and write Khmer, learn to dance
the traditional dances and be proud to wear oditiomal dress. We must be proud to be a Khmey-
Krom.

Thirdly, we, the Khmer-Krom youths, have the rigatsl capabilities to rewrite history. The Viet-
namese government does not recognize us as tlgehalis Khmer-Krom Peoples in any of their
books or legal system. The Viethamese governmentrtea to assimilate our people to be Viet-
namese. We need to stand up and must act noweaadietir people rightsDo not cry and even
die in silence!”

We need to act together to let the world knows $irate the French government transferred Cochin&Cta
Vietnam, our people, our culture and our moralsehdigappeared gradually. Our elders had lived tirdbe
suffering and know very well the real history. Weupg people might have nothing of this, but we hadeneel-
oped some skills that allow us to restore the frstich as using the internet to distribute inforaraind com-
municate with NGOs that want to know about our fEob And most importantly, we must talk to the mem-
bers of our family so that we can better understamrdoots and identity.

To fight for the rights to self-determination fanraunfortunate people, we really need the helpefrtew gen-
eration of Khmer-Krom, especially the youths liviagroad, who do not live in fear. We have the gjtteand
power to make things happen. Our ancestors dithane the opportunities and strengths as we do Bowot
waste this gift of nature. We must walk hand inchan the long road that will lead us back to a nave
peace where our people will finally be free to love our ancestral lands and enjoy the basic freedswe
do overseas.

VYV VYV VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVYVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVY

“The right to development is the measure of theeesof all other human rights. That should be ¢
aim: a situation in which all individuals are eradbkto maximize their potential, and to contribute t
the evolution of society as a whole.”

— Kofi Annan

"You can imprison a man, but not an idea. You cdle@ man, but not an idea. You can kill a ma
but not an idea.”
—Benazir Bhutto

“Democracy is not the law of the majority but thetection of the minority.”
— Albert Camus

“A right is not what someone gives you; it's whatane can take from you.”
— Ramsey Clark

“The supreme end of education is expert discernnmest things - the power to tell the good from
the bad, the genuine from the counterfeit, and¢bep the good and the genuine to the bad and tt
counterfeit.”

— Samuel Johnson

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
VvvvvvvvvvvvvYB'vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvpvvvvvvvvvvvvevvvv‘

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAALAAALALALAAAAAAALALAAALAAALAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAALAALAALAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAA
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The International Buddhist Conference

On the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration
By Lenny Thach

Vesak Day is the most important day for Buddhists
around the world. Vesak Day happens at the full-
moon day of May. It commemorates the Birth,
Enlightenment and Passing-away of the Buddha.

The Celebration of the UN Vesak Day originated
from the General Assembly of the United Nations on
the 13 December 1999, Session No. 54, Agenda item
174. The representatives of the sixteen countries
(United States, Thailand, Cambodia, Lao, India, Ne-
pal, Sri Lanka, Myanmar...) proposed to the UN
General Assembly to recognize Vesak Day as an{= T T Buddhet G A
H i i ehikesi eravada bu ISt Committee Delegates, Lenn
temat.lonal da.y and to organize appropriate am_BIIt Thach, and Tibetan Buddhist Monk attende% the frater /
at U,mted N,atlons Headquarter and at other Unite tional Buddhist Conference on the United Nationy D&
Nations Offices. Since 2000, each country took tu|  vesak Celebration at Mahachulalongkorn Buddhist-Un
to coordinate and organize Vesak Day celebratior] versity, Bangkok, Thailand
United Nations Headquarters.

The First International Buddhist Conference onuinged Nations Day of Vesak was organized on May 2
2004 at Buddhamonthon, Nakkhon Pathom and at Uhitgtbns Conference Center in Bangkok, Thailanc
Until 2007, Thailand hosted this important Buddlasishference on UN Day of Vesak Celebrations.

In 2008, in an attempt polish its regime regardim@ high record of religious oppression, Vietnapiun-
teered to host the Fifth International Buddhist féoence on the United Nations Day of Vesak Celédmat
at the National Convention Center in Hanoi. Vietngpened the invitation to all Buddhists from arotinel
world to participate the UN Vesak Day in Hanoi. Werld was surprised to see a communist countey lik

Vietnam to organize the UN Vesak Day. People thought Vietnam might change its policy to have

greater religious freedom in Vietnam.

At that time, Venerable Thach Sarong in Canada\&krable Thach Berong in the United States reg
tered to attend the UN Vesak Day in Vietham. Unioately, the Viethamese government ignored the rg
istration of both Venerable Thach Sarong and Véserdhach Berong, thus they could not attend the U
Vesak Day.

Is this what Vietnam means about religious freedasrespected in Vietham®hy was Vietnam afraid to
allow two oversea Khmer-Krom Buddhist monks to atteJN Vesak Day in Hanoi?

Ironically, it appears that under the ruling of Meetnamese communist government, its citizen drdg

access religious freedom if they follow the lawttisaset forth by the government. Thttsg religious free-
dom in Vietnam is not a right, but it is a given pivilege by the government to its citizen.

Next=>
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This year, | was fortunate enough to participathenSixth International Buddhist Conference on the
United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations from M&y84, 2009 in Bangkok, Thailand along with 96
Khmer-Krom Buddhist monks of the KKF Theravada BoidtlCommittee that were led by
Venerable Thach Berong. It was a big shock foAienamese Buddhist Sangha (VBS)

delegates from Hanoi when they heard Venerable T Batong gave his speech at this

conference. They could stop Venerable Thach Betofjgn the UN Vesak Day in Vietham, but they coulg
not do that when the UN Vesak Day was organizeather countries. They should learn that truth byn

There were four Khmer-Krom Buddhist monks from Kartipea-Krom who amongst the VBS delegates
and were use as a showcase to tell the world tiehdm doesn’t violate Khmer-Krom'’s religious right
Ironically when a representative from VBS introdditkeir delegates, they said that all delegate¥eate
namese, which made the Khmer-Krom Buddhist mork®s fikampuchea-Krom upset. Such actions clearl
show that VBS are afraid to let the world know timaSouth Vietnam, there are thousands of Khmemkro
Buddhist monks who are practicing Theravada Buddhis

It was a great experience and an eye opener favimea | participated at this important conferentevds
amazing to meet many wonderful and respectful Bigflahonks from around the world who are very high
educated. It was interesting to hear discussiomgonkshops with topic ranging from Buddhist’'s apgucb

to environment crisis, economic crisis, politicahdlict and peace development.

| have a strong belief that the International Budtd@onference on the United Nations Day of Vesdk w
pave a peaceful path for everyone to live happigether on this planet.

f

Buddha’s Quotes

“All that we are is the result of what we have tgbu If a man speaks or acts with an evil
thought, pain follows him. If a man speaks or aath a pure thought, happiness follows him,
like a shadow that never leaves him.”

“All things appear and disappear because of thewwoence of causes and conditions. Nothin
ever exists entirely alone; everything is in reatio everything else.”
an idea.”

“Believe nothing, no matter where you read it, trovgaid it, no matter if | have said it, unless
agrees with your own reason and your own commosgesén

“Do not dwell in the past, do not dream of the faticoncentrate the mind on the present mo-
ment.”

“Do not overrate what you have received, nor enfners. He who envies others does not obta§n

‘l “An idea that is developed and put into action @enimportant than an idea that exists only a
‘l peace of mind.”

WWW.KKFYC.ORG 23 KKYOUTHMAGAZINE@KKFYC.ORG




JULY 2009 VOLUME 9

Voice from UNPO
By Maggie MURPHY

At times | complain about inequality in pay betwemen and women R s s———— N -
Europe. At times | complain about unfair accesgdod schools in the UK. S s s———
[T v .

At times, | complain about British policy and pald. But at least | can co
plain.

n

L

I have been lucky to grow up in a society whererahsination is less than i
other nations across the world, but importantlgm lucky because | ha
the opportunity to speak out about my concerns.

The idea that I could not voice my frustration wete live in certain coun
tries of the world, or the thought that were | to sb would land me if
prison, or worse, tortured, or worse murdered,edrime to do the work | do?

iy,

x The Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organizat
MY speaks out on behalf of 57 different groups arotied
gt world who cannot speak for themselves and for me
borders on duty to use my voice to assist those néeal
a voice most. And it is for that reason that wednae-
tive, enthusiastic, knowledgeable young people desp
the message on.

You have gifts that others are restricted from gsirso
# believe in a positive future, use your gifts anddjtuck!

|
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Cambodian Classical Dance: The Significance of Homo

By Sojaita Jenny Hua

When | first learned about Cambodian Classical dawdCourt dance, |
was intrigued. From a young age and up until nowfanyily has made it a
priority for me and my siblings to learn to speak pative language of
Khmer and to be proud of our cultural heritagevds my honor when |
was 14 to get the opportunity to personally leasw to dance in the way
of our royalty and that is what | try to instill my students these days...
honor.

When teaching students whose age varies from varggto early twen-
ties, it is important to realize the role we plat only as dance instructors
or swim coaches but also as mentors to these youmgs.

The main focus of my teaching at the Wat Samakidbeain in Camden is
not so much the dance but the history behind izole can learn a particular dance with enough jgeact
and probably could perform it publicly as our staidedo on occasions. Though with a true understgndi
of where we as a people came from and the oridiesch style of dance that they perform, the stteden
can truly “feel” the music. They can take eachaik step or kbach with eyes shut, picturing tivase
at one time were considered “upper class” or rgyaking those same steps a thousand years before,
draped in comparable gold and sampot, wrappedilk @ream of ancient history.

Each student in my class whether they realize itadwill gain many important facts about not just
dance but our vast history from each one of owsisas. It is essential to our core principles a$ruc-
tors or teachers to help our youth grow with pade respect in themselves as well as their enaiganti
past.

As many youths and young adults around
me, | realize the importance of community
service to our future generations of not just
Cambodians but all races. Some of my stu-
dents are white and have nothing but an in-
terest in another culture; which | think is
fantastic. Through sharing our various cul-
tures and our styles of music, dance, food,
language and cultural rituals and festivals,
we gain a better knowledge of the world
around us. And that itself is a beautiful gift.

This journey through many years of music

and dance has also brought me closer to my

parents, both Cambodian immigrants from

Cambodia and Srok Krom (Kampuchea-

Krom). To come to this grand nation with nothing the clothes on their backs and bare feet , tkwor
hard for their children’s future and to eventudlbve a daughter who has taken the time and effort t
keep alive one of their culture’s greatest tradsioDance!

|
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This May, my troupe was given the opportunity tofpen at Constitution Center in Philadelphia, PAeT
dances performed were the following:

Robam Choun Por “Wishing Dance” means “tossing @#mamto wish good luck.The distinguishing fea-
ture about this dance is that each dancer cargeddan cup of flowers, which they toss towardsahéi-
ence as the dance comes to a close. As the

pinpeat orchestras plays, the piece nar-

rates, “Let us unite together, to give bene-

fit to the nation, Great progress to society

and enlightenment to all. The dance of

Tossing flowers is to wish you the very

best. May comfort and good fortune be

always with you.” (Source: Cravath, Paul.

“Earth in Flower.”)

Robam Phoung Neary “Garlands of Girls

Dance” - this classical dance describes the

beauty of Khmer woman. The music and

the melodic song narrated her uncompro-

mising beauty and compare it to a golden

flower. Although she is practical and

strong, she is also admirable and soft. This

dance brings out all of which true beauty is. (8esrhttp://www.caraweb.org/ny2003.htjml

A A A A A A A A A O A A A A R R R R N R R R N N RN
"Culture is the whole complex of distinctive spiat, material, intellectual and emotional fe&‘-
% tures that characterizes a society or a groupcltdes creative expressions, community prgf
tices and material or built forms."
% — from Our Creative Diversity: The UN World Commims on Culture and Development R@-
& port
&
2 "The relationship between culture and developmiaukl be clarified and deepened in cong
% structive and practical ways."
— from Our Creative Diversity: The UN World Commims on Culture and Development F\’%
% port

PSR

& "Tolerance, inter-cultural dialogue and respectdiwersity are more essential than ever in
world where peoples are becoming more and morelgilasterconnected.”
& —Kofi Annan, Former Secretary-General of the Uniations

ety P EE

"People of different religions and cultures livdesby side in almost every part of the worldg,

and most of us have overlapping identities whictteuas with very different groups. We ca
% |ove what we are, without hating what — and whoe-are not. We can thrive in our own tradg
tion, even as we learn from others, and come foetsheir teachings."
—Kaofi Annan, Former Secretary-General of the Uninations

A A A A A A A A A A A A R A A R R R R R R R R
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= Khmer Language

= Lesson 3
By Samnang Kien
Voh  bor sor thoh  chhor chor srah ah srah oek srah oh
voh tor churng tor vort
bor srah oek nor churng yoh boen
sor bor churng bor srah ah yoh sabbai
thoh srah oh bor thueb
chhor srah ah noh born tork chhahn
chor ngoh I !c!nurng hor  srah ah noh  born tork l chorng han
vort =temple boen = good sabbai = happy
thueb = incense stick chhahn = to eat ( for monks)

" #$ %( &
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